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LIFE OF THE REV. HANS EGEDE,
(THE FIRST MISSIONARY TO GREENLAND.)

WHO DIED NOVEMBER 5, 1758, IN THE SEVENTY-THIRD YEAR OF HIS AGE.

[Copiedfrom the London Missionary Register.]

The following account of the venerable Missionary Egede has
been compiled, on the suggestion and with the assistance of a
friend, chiefly from Crantz's History of Greenland, and is given
very much in the words of the author. It may be read with es-

pecial profit by every one, who, like Egede, may be called to la-

borious and self-denying duty in the service of his Heavenly
Master.

Mr. Egede's concern awakened for

the Greenlanders.

In 1708, little more than a year

after Mr. Egede had entered on his

Ministerial Labours, he recollected to

have once read, that formerly Chris-

tians had inhabited Greenland, though

long unheard of. Mere curiosity, as he

then supposed, prompted him to inquire

of a friend at Bergen, who had often

been on the Whale-Fishery, concern-

ing the present state of Greenland.

His answers awakened in Mr. Egede a

cordial sympathy for the Norwegians,

whom he supposed to be still left there ;

and who, as he feared, were fallen back

into Heathenism, for want of religious

instruction. Such thoughts insensibly

gave birth to a desire, that he might be
instrumental in conveying to them the

glad tidings of the Gospel.

He encounters great difficulties, in

preparatory m,easures,for ten years.

Yet this secret wish appeared, at first,

neither allowable nor practicable, be-

cause he had already become the Pas-
Sept, 1821

tor of a flock, and was looked, up to

for support by a wife and family.

At length, however, under conside-

rable anxiety of mind, Mr. Egede de-

termined to consult some judicious

friends. He drew up accordingly, in

the year 1710, a Memorial, a copy of

which he laid before the Bishop of

Bergen, from which place the Green-

land Trade was carried on : another

copy he laid before his Diocesan, the

Bishop of Drontheim. In this memo-
rial, he eanestly entreated these Dig-

nitaries to further at Court, the attempt

to convert the Greenlanders. This

they promised to do, to the utmost of
their power ; representing to him, at

the same time, the difficulties to which
such an undertaking must be exposed.

This measure, coming to the know-
ledge of his friends, drew on him their

reproaches ; and led them to instigate

his wife to divert him, if possible, from

what they deemed a most visionary en-

terprise.

For a time, this opposition staggered

his purposes ; but the words of the Sa-
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viour

—

Whosoeccr lovtth father
i

or mo-

ther, or wife, or children, more than me,

is not worthy ofme—brought his mind

into such a state of agitation, that he

• ested not night or day.

Whilst thus tossed to and fro by con-

tending feelings, it pleased God, by a

concurrence of difficulties and trials, to

incline Mrs. Egede to listen to the pro-

posals of her Husband. Committing

herself to the guidance of her Heaven-

ly Father in prayer, she at length be-

came convinced that it was her duty to

acquiesce in them.

Mr. Egede now felt as if all his dif-

ficulties were surmounted ; and imme-

diately drew up a second Memorial,

which he addressed to the Danish Mis-

sion College. Delays and opposition,

however, year after year, almost tired

him out. At length, in the year 1718,

with the knowledge and consent of his

Diocesan, he relinquished his pastoral

charge. When, however, the time ar-

rived, in which he was to take leave of

a congregation that he loved, his mind
was exceedingly cast down : and now
Mrs. Egede, in her turn, instead of re-

laxing under the tender feelings of na-

ture, became the encourager and
strengthener of her Husband.

A report was at this time current, that

a vessel belonging to Bergen had been
shipwrecked on the coast of Greenland,

and the crew murdered and eaten by
the savages. Neither was this frightful

tale altogether groundless : yet it could

not restrain him, nor the steadfast hero-

ine his wife, from prosecuting their

journey, with their four little children,

to Bergen, in order to work their way
from thence to a country discredited

with such an ill name.

Here he was looked on as a fanatic,

led by dreams and fancied revelations,

to desert his proper call, and to wan-
der, like a knight-errant, up and down
the world. Some sensible men, how-
ever, thought the plan likely to sub-

serve the interests of commerce ; and
the death of Charles the XHth of Swe-

den giving just at this juncture, good

hopes of peace, Mr. Egede embraced

the favourable crisis, and repaired to

Copenhagen, laid a Memorial before

the Mission College, was honoured by
an interview with the King, and obtain-

ed a promise that something should be
done for the sacred work in which he
was so earnest to be engaged.

But his faith and patience were still

to encounter trials. In November,
1719, a Royal order was transmitted to

Bergen, to collect the thoughts of the

commercial people concerning the

Greenland Trade, and the settling of a

Colony there. All described the voy-

age as so dangerous, and the land so

disagreeable, that good Mr. Egede and
his schemes became almost the mocke-
ry of evil tongues.

But what could not be effected by

the Sovereign's aid and mandate to the

people at large, that he now endea-

voured to do by his own private inte-

rest ; and succeeded so far, that some
merchants were persuaded to lay a cap-

ital together : but the King not acce-

ding the privileges requested by the

merchants, no one would hear a word
about Greenland more ; and this wor-

thy man was obliged to put up with de-

rision and slander, as the reward of his

toil.

Thus one year more passed away.

Meanwhile, amidst all these difficulties,

objections, and conflicts, he did not let

Ws courage droop ; nor did he intermit

addressing his humble Petitions to the

King, his representations to the Mission

College, or his exhortations to the Mer-
chants. At last, he av^s so happy as to

prevail with some upright men, who
were touched to the heart with his in-

defatigable zeal, to consent to a con-

ference. There, by his repeated re-

monstrances and entreaties that they

would pay a regard to the honour of

God and to their own and their coun

try's advantage, he attained his object

so far, that each of them deposited

about 40/. and he himself 60/. A capi-

tal of about 2000Z. was thus raised. A
ship, called the Hope, was purchased
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to carry Mr. Egede and his family to

Greenland, and to remain during the

winter : a second ship was freighted for

the Whale Fishery ; and a third, to

bring back an account of the New Co-

lony. The King approved the under-

Taking; and appointed him Pastor of

The Colony and Missionary to the Hea-

then, with a salary of 60/.

Thus this unwearied servant of God

at last obtained to his great joy, that

which he had been zealously labouring

after for ten years, amidst numberless

obstacles—the laborious and perilous

office of a Missionary among these sa-

vage Heathen ; in all which he could

have no thought of paving the way to

a more opulent or honourable post, for

such he had already enjoyed and relin-

quished, but was firmly resolved to offer

up his life in the cause of his Saviour.

Mr. Egcde's arrival and reception

among the Greenlanders.

On the 2d of May, 1721, Mr. Egede

embarked, with his Wife and Children.

The ship's company consisted of forty

persons. After a dangerous voyage of

two months, through mountains of ice,

they were happily landed on the third

of July, at Ball's River. They present-

ly built a temporary house, which they

entered on the 31st of August, after a

Thanksgiving Sermon ^on the cxvnth

Psalm.

At first Mr. Egede met with a very

cordial reception from the Greenland-

ers : they were struck with wonder,

that women and children should accom-

pany him. When, however, prepara-

tions for building convinced them, that

the strangers did not merely intend a

short visit, but a permanent residence

among them, they left the coast in

alarm, and fled into the interior.

By kind treatment and presents, they

were at length induced to enter into

intercourse with the Settlers ; when

Mr. Egede set himself with great dili-

gence to acquire the language.

The word " Kina," which means
" What is this ?" afforded him a key to

whatever presented itself to the senses
;

S3

and every fresh word that he thus ac-

quired he carefully noted.

For a considerable time, the Green-

landers continued much afraid of Mr.

Egede ; and got many an Angekok, or

conjurer, to conjure him and his peo-

ple, with a view to do them mischief,

and to compel them to withdraw. But

when their arts were found unavailing,

the Angekoks reported that the Minister

was himself a great, but a good Ange-

kok, who would do them no harm.

This declaration gained Mr. Egede free

access to the natives.

Hisfirst instructions by Pictures.

The first method adopted by him to

impart religious instruction, before he

became so far acquainted with the lan-

guage as to enable him to preach, was,

to get his eldest Son to draw some
Pictures of Scripture Transactions, and

hold them before them. By this me-

thod, he could not only more readily

make them comprehend his meaning,

but he was furnished with an opportu-

nity, through the questions which they

asked, of both learning their language,

and of acquainting them with the im-

portant truths of the Gospel.

In this mode of instruction, their at-

tention was most attracted by the Mi-

racles of our Lord
;
particularly those

of healing the sick and of raising the

dead : and as they regarded Mr. Egede

as the Ambassador of this mighty and

beneficent God, they desired him to

cure their sick, by blowing on them, as

their Angekoks did. He laid hold of

this and other ^uch tokens of their con-

fidence, in order to lead them to God,

as the author and giver of every good

thing. His doctrine also presently

found access, so far as they could un-

derstand him, and he them. The num-

ber increased, of those that were desi-

rous of hearing the deeds of Him who
made heaven and earth, and who could

perform such wondrous works: and

when Mr. Egede went out to take a

view of the country, he was cheerfully

received and attended to by them, es-

pecially after some sick persons recov-
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ered, over whom he had prayed, hav-

ing first admonished them to acknow-

ledge and invoke the true God.

Great sufferingsfrom scarcity.

The trade had a poor appearance.

The Greenlanders had but little to dis-

pose of; and this they did not choose

to barter with the Danes, because they

had been accustomed for many years

to dispose of it to the Dutch, who knew

the commodities which were in de-

mand in Greenland, and could afford

the natives better bargains. In the

Spring of 1722, a fleet of Dutch Ships

sailed by the new Colony ; when the

Settlers had the mortification of seeing

one vessel run into the harbour, and

buy more in half an hour than they had

been able to do the whole winter.

Even their necessary sustenance be-

gan to fail. They were unacquainted

with the country : the rein-deer and

hares were shy ; and as they could catch

scarcely any fish with the tackle which

they had brought, want began to pinch

them, and many were attacked with

the scurvy. The people began to mur-

mur against the Missionary for bringing

them into such a desolate country

;

and, as the store-ship stayed away lon-

ger in the Spring than they expected,

they determined to go away with the

ship which had wintered there.

These things reduced Mr. Egede to a

state of great perplexity. His con-

science would not suffer him to desert

a post which he had attained after the

labour of many years, and the object

of w hich was the conversion of a Hea-
then Nation now beginning to be hope-

ful
;
yet he could not stay behind his

companions, and see his Wife and Chil-

dren perish. After in vain attempting

to change the determination of the

people, he felt constrained to take the

heart-cutting resolution of returning

with the ship which brought them thi-

ther. But his Wife withstood this in-

tention with such courage and constan-

cy, as to re-invigorate his mind, and put

his incredulity to the blush.

Encouraged by the arrivalofsupplies.

The drooping spirits of the Colonists

were, soon after, revived by the arrival

of a vessel with supplies ; and with as-

surances from the Merchants, that they

would prosecute the traffic ; and from

the Mission College, that the King

would support the Mission to the ut-

most of his power.

By these assurances Mr. Egede was

anew incited to spare no pains in pro-

moting the conversion of the Heathen,

and in accelerating the speedy disco-

very and plantation of the country.

—

For this purpose, he and his two little

sons took up their abode for a while

among the Greenlanders, in the Winter

of 1722.

The stench and vermin among these

people were, at first, almost insupport-

able. Even since regular Congrega-

tions have been formed among the

Greenlanders, it has been observed, by

one of the Missionaries of the United

Brethren, that, in consequence of their

living so entirely on seals, fish, and oil,

such a vapour arises from the body,

that, when they are assembled for wor-

ship, the place is darkened by it ; and

the smell is so overpowering, that no

one could bear it for any time but by

long habit.

To these inconveniences, however,

Mr. Egede gladly submitted, in order

to gain a knowledge of the country,

and to initiate his sons in the language.

Two deserted children were induced

„

by presents, to live with him constant-

ly
;
and, in the winter, a family of six per-

sons begged to take up their abode with

him. He saw, at once, that these people

came to him merely for a livelihood y

and he had already more visits from the

Greenlanders than wTere pleasant to him,

because they only wanted to see every

thing, and to have some of it given to

them : he took in this family, however,

in hopes of effecting something on their

children, and of learning the language.

But as soon as the severity of the Win-

ter was over, and they had an oppor-

tunity of getting something at sea. they
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removed their quarters ; and the two

boys, who had engaged to live with

him, stole away privately, one after the

other; so that his hopes, and the trou-

ble and expense which he had bestowed

on them, were all in vain. He had at-

tempted to bring these young people

off from a roving to a settled way of

life, and to instruct them in the Chris-

tian religion and in reading and writing ;

but he soon found, that he must be

obliged to give them leave to go to sea,

or to visit the savages, as often as they

had a mind for it. As to their learning

it went on briskly at first, because they

had a fish-hook or some such thing gi-

ven them for every letter which they

learnt : but they were soon weary of

this business ; and said, that they knew
not what end it answered, to sit all day

long looking on a piece of paper, and

crying "AB C;" and that he and the

rest were worthless people, because

they did nothing but look in a book,

or scrawl on paper with a feather

;

while the Greenlanders were brave men
for they could hunt seals and shoot

birds, from which they reaped profit

and pleasure. He took pains to make
the advantage of reading and writing

comprehensible to these youths, since a

person might not only know there-

by the thoughts of an absent friend, but

even learn the will of God out of the

Bible. But this was not so much their

concern, as temporal advantages : when
therefore they thought that they had

got enough of these, they went their

way, without his knowledge.

Arrival of a Colleague.

In the year 1723, Mr. Albert Top
was sent out as Assistant to Mr. Egede.

On this occasion, an order arrived for

some undaunted sailors to proceed on

the discovery of the East Coast of

Greenland. Anxious to see this busi-

ness faithfully executed, Mr. Egede de-

termined to accompany this difficult

and dangerous expedition.

Fruitless endeavour to discover the

East Coast of Greenland.

In this expedition they proceeded

120 leagues in 15 days, and were 19

days in returning. The Greenlanders

pointed out many inlets, where they
said that there were still ruins of the

old Norwegians, with pastures and
wood. At one place they found the ruins

of a Church, with the remains of a great

house, and of many smaller near to it-

Mr. Egede got the rubbish removed,
in the hope of finding some Norwe-
gian Antiquities : to this the Green-

landers were reluctant, under the

apprehension that the souls of the

foreigners who were buried there

would be disturbed, and do them some
injury.

In the beginning of the voyage, the

Greenlanders on the coast would not

trust the Danes, but put themselves

in a posture of defence. When, how-
ever, they understood, from the Green-

land Pilot, that the Minister, or, as they

called him, the great Angekok of the

Kablunaks, was in the company, they

received them with shouts ofjoy. Their

confidence was carried so far, that, on
one occasion, they conducted the Mis-

sionary to a grave, beseeching him to

raise the dead, having heard so much
of the wonderful works of the Son of

God and the future resurrection.

After much laborious search, Mr.
Egede was obliged, by the ice and oth-

er difficulties, to return, without being
able to satisfy, either the wishes of the

Danish Government, in discovering the

Eastern Coast, or his own, in ascertain-

ing whether Norwegian Christians yet

inhabited that inhospitable shore.

Difficulties arisingfrom the Character
and Superstitions of the Natives.
Having now a Colleague, Mr. Egede

began this year, in good earnest, to in-

struct the Greenlanders. He had trans-

lated, as well as he could in this intri-

cate language, some short questions and
answers respecting the Creation, the

Fall, Redemption, the Resurrection,

and the Judgment-Day, with some
Prayers and hymns. At first, the Na-
tives heard these things willingly ; but

they were soon wearied, especially if
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they wanted to go to sea, or had some

diversion going on, and were obliged

to postpone if till the reading and sing-

ing were over. But, above all, if an

An ?ekok was there, and would practice

his incantations, no devotion was then

to be thought of ; and if the Missiona-

ries would still read on, they were only

mocked and ridiculed by burlesque

mimicry : nay, they were reproached

for lying ; because the Angekoks, who

were supposed to have been in heaven,

had seen no traces of God's Son there
;

nor had they found the firmament so

out of repair as to be in danger of a

dissolution, as the Greenlanders con-

strued the doctrine of the end of the

world. The Danes attempted, there-

fore, to assume an authority, drove

the Angekok away, and stationed

sailors among the Natives to keep

them in order; and when even this

had not a proper effect, they threa-

tened to bring over armed men among

them, who should punish their Ange-

koks with death, as impostors and se-

ducers, and should reduce them all to

good order.

After much trouble, and many expos-

tulations, both of a friendly and a rough

nature, they effected so much at last,

that they heard their reading with pa-

tience ; at least, did no more treat it

with mockery and insolence, nor beat

iheir drum during the singing ; and if

the Teachers now went to one of their

great assemblies of merriment, in order

to instruct them, they did not all dis-

perse directly, provided they were not

altogether stopt in their mirth ; but

they hearkened awhile : nay, some at

last testified, that now they believed all

that they heard about God, because

when they had invoked him for seals,

they had been successful in catching

them. Further, if they were in distress,

or had any sick, they sent for Mr. Egede

and begged him to pray over the sick,

that they might be healed.

The Greenlanders were very curious

to hear all that Mr. Egede told them of

spiritual tilings ; and this gave him

sood hope? concerning them : but when

a subject had been related to them se-

veral times, and they could not take it

in, they grew tired, and wanted to hear

something new. They were often dis-

pleased and petulent, when the wea-

ther was bad : and attributed it to the

reading and praying, supposing that the

air was irritated thereby, or they would
impute it to their giving credit to the

Missionary, and to their not continuing

to conform- so strictly to the prescrip-

tions of their Angekoks, in abstaining

from certain meats and employments.

In order, therefore, to their believing

him any more, his prayers must first

procure them good weather, and an

abundance of fishes, birds, and seals :

and must also cure their sick. If he de-

sired them to pray, their answer was,
" We do pray ; but it signifies nothing."

If he told them that they should sup-

plicate God chiefly for His spiritual

gifts, and for the happiness of life ever-

lasting, they replied, " That we neither

understand nor desire. We want no-

thing but healthy bodies, and seals to

eat ; and the Angekoks can procure

these for us." If he told them of the

future Judgment, and the eternal pun-

ishment of Hell-fire, they refused to

hear any thing about it ; or they repli-

ed, that their Angekoks knew Hell bet-

ter ; or if it was ever so hot, there was

water enough in the sea to quench it,

and make it tolerable to them
;
yea,

it would make amends for the cold

which they had endured on earth. If

he endeavoured to convince them of

the impositions of the Angekoks, that

they had never seen any of them go

either to Heaven or Hell, because they

always choose darkness to veil their

legerdemain ; then they retorted the

question, Whether ever he had seen

God, of whom he spoke so much

!

It was extremely difficult to remove

the wrong conceptions of these people,

or to prevent their making a quite

sinister use of every truth which they

heard.

Reduced to extremityfor want ofPro-

visions.

In the midst of the difficulties ari-
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sing from the character and supersti-

tions of the Natives, the Colony was

again in danger of perishing for want of

food. A Provision Ship was sent to

the Settlers at particular seasons ;
and

at the beginning of June 1726, about

the period when this ship was expected,

a vessel was discovered, at a considera-

ble distance, wrecked in the midst of

vast masses of ice, which at that season

drive along the coast. The whole Co-

lony was thrown thereby into great

consternation. Mr. Egede resolved

immediately to go, with two boats, a

hundred leagues northward, to endea-

vour to buy provisions of some Dutch

Whalers. He pushed forward night and

day ; but found, to his great disappoint-

ment, that lie could purchase little or

nothing of them. He agreed, however,

with one of the ships to take the factor

of the Colony and nine men with them

to Europe.

On Mr. Egede's return to the Colony,

it was determined to be as sparing as

possible of their little remaining stock

of food. There were still twenty one

persons left ; and for their support, ta-

king into account the little which they

had procured from the Dutch, there

were but three barrels of pease, three

of oatmeal, eleven sacks of malt, and

17t> > ship biscuits. The people could

shoot nothing, having neither powder

nor shot left ; and they could catch

scarcely any fish, being ignorant ot the

Greenland method of fishing : nor were

the Natives at all disposed to assist

them in their extremity ; which was,

indeed, so great, that eight men were

put on the allowance of one man. Their

anxiety was heightened by the Green-

landers telling them (out of wanton

cruelty, it was feared,) that they had

seen the wreck of a vessel almost en-

tirely under water, driving among the

ice ; and that they had heard the crew

crying out in the most pitiable manner,

for the Minister to come to their res-

cue ; but that it drove with the ice

out to sea, till they could see it no

longer.

At length, however, when they were
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fast sinking into despair, the Provision

Ship unexpectedly arrived, and dis-

persed their gloomy apprehensions of

starving on this barbarous shore.

Mr. Top returns to Denmark—
Mr. Albert Top had now laboured,

with diligence and faithfulness, for four

years, as the Colleague of Mr. Egede ;

but a weakly constitution disqualifying

him for bearing up against the continu-

ed privations and hardships of the Mis-

sion, he returned with the ship, to

Denmark.

Mr. Egede's exertions to support the

expense of the Mission.

The merchants of Bergen, reaping no

advantage from the trade of the New-

Colony, withdrew from its support.

The King of Denmark, however, con-

tinued his favour; and determined to

maintain both the Commerce and the

Mission. Mr. Egede, despairing of any

effectual assistance from the traffic of

the Colony, was studious to find out

some means, whereby the Mission

might not only maintain itself, but be

beneficial to commerce. With this

view, he applied hischymical knowledge

in the investigation ofthe objects around

him : but, after many fruitless efforts,

was obliged to desist ; and to satisfy

himself with the hope, that Almighty

God knew how to make use of some
other and perhaps improbable means,

to advance His own glory by the con-

version of the blind Greenlanders ; and

this was the only point at which he

himself aimed, in all this expensive,

though ineffectual, labour.

Some encouraging appearances

among the Natives.

About this period, Mr. Egede began

to perceive more good-will in the

Greenlanders toward his instructions.

In some who were dying, he found a

degree of seriousness, and a desire to go

to a better world ; and those who were

in health professed to increase in faith,

because, as they said, they had had

many proofs that God heard their pray-

ers, when they had been in danger or

without food. One, here and there
[
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offered to stay with him : and had he

been ambitious of having a number of

baptised but unconverted Heathens, he

might easily have been surrounded by

such persons
; for, on one occasion, as

he was instructing them, and had occa-

sion to speak on the subject of Baptism,

they all desired him to perform this act

on them, and wondered that he should

scruple the sincerity of their faith and of

theirloveto God. But he had, unhappily,

ground enough for his scruples : for, a-

raidst all their professions of firmly and

fully believing all that he told them, and

their promises of continuing to hear and

believe, he could not observe the least

change in their lives, nor the least con-

ception or feeling of their lost estate,

and consequently no longing after a

happier condition. Nay, he very often

discovered, to his sorrow, that their ap-

parent teachableness was only a hypo-

critical affectation, produced by fear or

interest ; for he was assured, by the

Native Boys in his family, and by the

people who traded in the country, that

the very Greenlanders who pretended

to believe every thing, treated his sing-

ing, praying, and reading, with the

most petulent derision in his absence;

though, if they wTere reproved for doing

this, they would again feign the great-

er devotion.

Of the Children and Young People,

Mr. Egede entertained some hope that

he should see Christianity promoted

among them : yet the continual remo-

vals of their Parents from place to

place, prevented him from giving their

youthful minds that instruction which

he desired.

Mr. Egede 's first baptism of a Native

appears to have been in 1726, after the

labours of five years ; this was a sick

Youth, whom he had previously in-

structed. In 1727, a Native, named

Poek, and his wife, were admitted into

the Christian Church :—some account

of this man may be interesting.

Poek had been one of two youths

who had been persuaded by Mr. Egede,

in 1724, to reside in his family. These

Youth? were sent, in that year, to Co-
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penhagen, that, on their return, they

might give their countrymen a better

opinion of Denmark, than they could

derive from the conversation of the

foreigners settled among them. In 1725,

Poek returned ; his companion ha-

ving died in Denmark. However great-

ly Poek had been pleased with that

country, he soon felt an inclination to

his former way of life ; and intended

to remove from the Colony, that he
might indulge his inclination. With
much entreaty he was induced to re-

main : and there married a Greenland

Woman ; who made, however, no small

difficulty of uniting herself to a man,

who had, in her judgment, degraded

himself by his outlandish way of living.

Poek's narrative of what he saw in

Denmark, excited great amazement
among the Greenlanders ; and the pre-

sents which he had brought with him
created a desire in many of them to

make the same voyage. What they

heard of the courtly grandeur and mili"

tary power of the King, gave a new
train of thought to the people ; who had

been always accustomed to regard Him,

as the mightiest and most wealthy lord,

who could catch most seals. These re-

flections assisted them in forming some

notion, though of an awful nature, con-

cerning God, as the Lord of all Kings }

especially when they heard that the

King, amidst all his might and glo-

ry, hearkened to the voice of his

Pastors, though they were his own
subjects, when they declared the Will

of God.

Arrival of two Colleagues—
Appearances had hitherto been so

unpromising, that the intrepid Egede

had been, more than once, staggered

in his hopes of the duration of the

Mission. In 1728, however, ample

dispositions were made to extend both

the Mission and the Commerce, and

to plant abiding Colonies for the culti-

vation of the land. Several ships ar-

rived, with materials for erecting a fort

and a new colony, a garrison for the

protection of the trade, and a number

of raason9 and carpenters.
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By these ships Mr. Olaus Lange and

Mr. Henry Milzough arrived, as col-

leagues of Mr. Egede in his labours.

On the return of the vessels, Mr. Egede's

eldest son went to Copenhagen, to pro-

[To he concluded v
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secute his studies ; with him went Poek

and his wife, now named Christian and

Christiana; and two Greenland Boys

and a Girl ,w ho had j ust before made con-

fession of their faith und been baptized.

\ the next Number.]
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Secretaries, Rev. George Burder and Rev. John Arundel—
Treasurer, William A. Hankvy, Esq.

In a short introduction, the Directors pay a tribute of respect

to two of their Missionaries, who have recently been removed
from the field " by the hand of death ;" and acknowledge " much
cause for gratitude and praise to God, for that degree of success

which it has pleased him to grant to the labours of their Missiona-

ries in general." They then proceed to a detailed view of their

operations during the past year—commencing, as usual, with their

stations in the Georgian and Society Islands.

SOUTH SEAS.

It will be recollected by the chief

part of those who compose this meet-

ing, that Mr. James Hayward, one of

the Missionaries who have for so many

years laboured in the South Seas, was

present at the last Anniversary. He
had already embarked on his return to

the islands, when, unexpectedly, Mr.

Gyles, who had been sent out to Ota-

heite in the capacity of cultivator, ar-

rived in England.

Mr. Gyles left Eimeo on the 10th

\ugust, 1819, arrived at Sydney 30th

October, and in England 22d June, 1820.

The intelligence brought by him was

of a very interesting nature, and highly

encouraging in relation to the future

progress of the mission. The particu-

lars, however, having been already

given to the public, the Directors will

only briefly advert to them on this oc-

casion. The Directors allude particu-

larly to the opening of the Royal Mis-
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sion Chapel at Otaheite, when at least

5000 of the natives, together with the

King and chiefs, assembled—the servi-

ces and proceedings on that occasion

—

the meetings of the "Taheitean Auxilia-

ry Society"—the adoption of new civil

regulations—the baptism of the King

—

the baptism of a number of the natives,

and their formation into Christian

churches—the proceedings at the form-

ation of the Huaheine and Raiatea Aux-

iliary Societies—the zeal in the cause

of missions, the good sense, and even

eloquence, displayed by some of the

native chiefs on those occasions—the

liberality of the natives, and their una-

nimous resolution to prosecute the ob-

ject, with a view to the benefit of other

nations—the earnest desire displayed

by the inhabitants to receive instruction—the crowded congregations—the

large attendance at the schools—the

improvements in the native houses, and

in boat-building, &c.—the residence of
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the natives in separate houses, as dis-

tinct families, who were previously

herded together in one—the re-union

of many married persons, who had se-

parated from each other—the regula-

tions adopted for the better securing of

the obligations of the marriage bond

—

the patronage extended to the Mission-

aries by the chiefs, and their entire ap-

probation of the brethren's plans for the

evangelizing and civilizing of the peo-

ple—the personal piety manifested by
many of the chiefs—the progress in the

Taheitean translation of the Scriptures.

&c.—are among the very interesting

particulars contained in the communi-

cations brought over by Mr. Gyles, and

to which, independently of those for-

merly received, it is impossible the pre-

sent Meeting can advert, without expe-

riencing the most lively gratification.

The pleasure hence derived must be

\7ery materially increased, by the intel-

ligence which has lately reached this

country from America, relative to the

abolition of idolatry in several of the

Sandwich Islands, and which may be

regarded as one of the providential re-

sults of the success which has attended

this Society's mission in the South Seas.

The satisfaction of the present meet-

ing will be still further enhanced, when
the Directors advert to the Deputation

who have just departed, together with

an additional Missionary and two arti-

sans,, for the South Seas. The Rev.

Daniel Tyerman, late of the Isle of

Wight, and George Bennet, Esq. of

Sheffield, the individuals who are pro-

ceeding on this benevolent embassy,

are, as the Directors trust, eminently

qualified for the execution of the vari-

ous important services which Aviil de-

volve upon them.

The Deputation go forth, followed by

the best wishes of multitudes
;
assured,

that the prayers of this Society, and of

allwho take a lively interest in the evan-

gelization of the heathen, will continu-

ally ascend to the throne of grace and

power, on their behalf, that they may
be safely conveyed over the mighty

waters, preserved in health, directed
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and sustained in the discharge of their

important services, and brought again

to their native land, to gladden the

hearts and gratify the laudable curiosity

of British Christians, with a report of

what their eyes have seen, and their

ears have heard, and their hearts felt,

among the islanders of the Great South

Sea. Nor will those who accompany
the Deputation be forgotten in these

supplications.

It is intended that the Deputation, af-

ter residing for a time in the South Sea

Islands, should return by way of China,

visit Dr. Morrison, at Canton, and from

thence proceed by Malacca and the

East Indies, to England, availing them-

selves of opportunities of visiting the

brethren at the Society's most impor-

tant stations in that part of the world.

The Directors have pleasure in men-
tioning, on this occasion, two grants

made during the past year, by the

" Committee of the British and Foreign

Bible Society," of 100 reams of paper

each, for the printing of the Scriptures

in the Taheitean language.

CHINA.
From the isles of the Pacific, the Di-

rectors pass to the southern boundary

of the vast empire of China—agitated

by changes which awaken the benevo-

lent hopes of Christians as to the issue

—and direct the attention of this Meet-

ing to the Society's solitary Missionary

in that quarter, who, after a laborious

service of 15 years, still pursues his work

.

in humble dependence upon Him "who
is invisible," and has preserved him in

health and prosperity during so long a

period of voluntary exile.

It is now 18 months since Dr. Morri-

son rejoiced on the completion of the

Chinese translation of the Holy Scrip-

tures, executed by himself and Dr.

Milne, jointly ;
may their valuable lives

be spared until they see the whole of the

inspired volume circulating through the

vast population of China, and the isl-

ands of the Eastern Seas, exciting a spi-

rit of serious inquiry in thousands, and

leading them to the saving knowledge

of the true God. and Jesus Christ, whom
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he hath sent lor the salvation of all na-

tions, and empires, and languages.

Since the above-mentioned period,

Dr. Morrison has been chiefly employ-

ed in the prosecution of his Chinese

Dictionary, but has also availed himself

of such opportunities as have occurred

to promote, by direct religious instruc-

tion, the great object of his mission.

He has also endeavoured, while at Ma-

cao, to promote the relief of the sick

poor among the Chinese, and the in-

struction of youth, both at that place

and at Canton.

The Emperor of China, Kea King,

died on the 2d September, 1820, in the

61st year of his age. The new Empe-

ror has assumed the title of Taow-

kwang, or " Reason's Glory," by which

he would have it understood, that his

reign will be a glorious age of reason in

China. Considering the exertions which

are going forward with a view to intro-

duce the light of Divine Revelation

into that vast empire, the directors may
be allowed to express their earnest hope

that the Emperor's wish may be realiz-

ed in the wide success of those efforts,

inasmuch, as that Revelation, wherever

it is truly embraced, becomes, in the

highest sense possible, the restorer and
11 glory of reason."

Mrs Morrison arrived safe from Eng-

land with her children at Macao, on the

23d of August last, after a passage of

four months.

MALACCA.
On a general review of the mission

at this station during the last year, Dr.

Milne observes, that while there is much
to discourage, li there is a great deal

more which is calculated to inspire

cheerful hopes. Knowledge is spread-

ing ; the number of youth connected

with the mission is increasing
;
oppor-

tunities for the circulation of tracts

more numerous than ever, and the hea-

then more frequently visited in their

own habitations."

There are three Chinese schools at

this station ; the same number of Ma-
lay ; a Malay and English evening

school, and a Malabar. or Tamul, school.
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The former had been under the super-

intendence of Mr. Medhurst, who is re-

moved to Penang, the rest are under
that of Mr. Thorasen.

About 34,000 copies of different por-

tions of the Scriptures in Chinese, and

tracts in that language, including the

Chinese Magazine, together with nu-

merous tracts in the Malay, had been

dispersed among the islands of the Ma-
layan Archipelago, fcc. and in the coun-

tries of Siam, Cochin China, and Ma-
lacca.

From the mission printing office, had

issued during the year 1819, of books,

in Chinese, including copies of portions

of the Scriptures, magazines, trapts, &.c

about 65,000 ; besides 20,000 tracts in

the Malay, and about 3000 books end

tracts in English.

Several elementary works, fcc. have

been compiled by the brethren at this

station during the last year. Among
those in progress is one in Chinese, by

Dr. Milne, " On the Nature, Immortali-

ty, and Salvation of the Soul." The

religious services in the Mandarin and

Fokieu dialects of the Chinese, Malay,

Dutch, and English languages, has been

continued ; but the number who attend

is small, and it appears, that the most

useful intercourse with the heathen at

this station, is obtained by visiting and

conversing with thpm at their own ha-

bitations. Connected with the Malay

department of the mission, the Direc-

tors are happy to state, that two Mo-
hammedans, viz. a young man about 19,

and his sister about 16, have formally

renounced the Mohammedan religion,

and embraced Christianity. Several

other Malays are candidates for Chris-

tian baptism.

Attached to the mission are twelve

young persons, who have been rescued

from slavery by the benevolent and

prompt interposition of Mr. Thomsen,

and to whose maintenance he has gene-

rously devoted the money he receives

for his services at the Dutch Church.

They are now under regular instruction,

and are trained to habits of useful and

profitable industry, under the direction
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of Mr. Thomson, who has already re-

ceived an ample recompense for his

kindness, in the emancipation of some

of them from the still more cruel slave-

ry of sin

.

Mr. Fleming arrived at this station

from Madras, on the 29th February,

1820, and the arrival of Mr. Huttmann

from Batavia, where he arrived on the

13th of June, was daily expected. Mr.

James Humphreys, from the Seminary

at Gosport, sailed for this station on the

9th of March last.

Anglo-Chinese College.

The buildings of this important in-

stitution were in such a state of for-

wardness, as to admit of Dr. Milne oc-

cupying his apartments therein. Three

Chinese youth had begun to attend les-

sons in the College, who are designed

to act as native teachers or schoolmas-

ters, in subserviency to the great object

of this Society.

Considering the close connexion of

the Anglo-Chinese College with the So-

ciety's operations east of the Ganges,

the Directors have placed at the dispo-

sal of the " Committee of Manage-

ment" the sum of 550/., to be applied

to those departments of the College

which shall have a decided bearing on

missionary objects.

During the past year steps have been

taken with a view to interest the pub-

lic at home in the object of the Col-

lege, for the purpose of obtaining con-

tributions in aid thereof.
1 The total

amount hitherto received is 459/. 18.?.

PULO PENANG
;

OR, PRINCE OF WAEEs's ISLAND.

The progress of this infant mission

affords much encouragement, and a

considerable sphere of usefulness ap-

pears to be opening before the brethren.

There are three Malay schools, and

one Chinese school. Into all the for-

mer, the Scriptures and religious tracts

have been introduced ; one of them is

under the management of a Mahomme-
dan, who formerly taught the Koran.

One of the female Missionaries super-

intends a female Malay school.

Religion? lervices have been esta-

blished in the Malay and Chinese lan-

guages, and the brethren purpose com-

mencing an English service on the Sab-

bath.

A house and compound has been

purchased for the use of the mission,

and legally secured to the Society.

The brethren continue to enjoy the

sanction and encouragement of the Go-

vernment, who have granted a piece

of land for the use of the mission, and

given permission to erect a printing of-

fice, for the purpose of diffusing reli-

gious and useful knowledge in the isl-

and. The brethren were about to print

elementary books in English and Ma-
lay, and in English and Chinese, which
were in a state of preparation for that

purpose.

With a view to identify a portion of

the natives with the mission, they have

established a " Christian Asylum for

Orphans," Avho, they trust, will form in

future the " bones and sinews of the

mission." They have in contemplation

other benevolent and useful Institutions

—such as a li Samaritan Society," a
" Native Dispensary," and a " Dorcas

Society."

The brethren here have established a

library in connexion with the mission.

Mr. Medhurst arrived at Penang in

September last, and purposes labour-

ing chiefly among the Chinese on the

southern part of the island, where the

population is very considerable.

JAVA.

The Directors lament to state, that

a few months after Mr. Slater's arrival

at Batavia, (1819,) his house was unhap-

pily burnt down, and his Chinese books,

including many copies of the New Tes-

tament, and various articles of furni-

ture, were consumed in the flames.

This calamity, however, was much al-

leviated by the kind attentions of

friends, but particularly by those of the

family of Mr. M'Quoird, who hospita-

bly received Mr. and Mrs. Slater into

their house.

A piece of ground has since been

purchased for the use of the mission,

situated at a short distance from Bata-
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via, in the midst of a very populous

neighbourhood. Here, by the aid of sub-

scriptions from friends on the spot, he

has been enabled to build a convenient

dwelling-house, capable of accommo-

dating, besides his own family, two or

three more Missionaries. He has also

erected, on the same premises, for hea-

then children, a school, which is con-

ducted on the British system, and has

subsequently opened another school in

the town of Batavia, which he purposes

to occupy two or three times a week

as a reading room, for the benefit of the

more inquisitive of the adult population.

Mr. Slater avails himself of opportu-

nities of distributing tracts on board the

Chinese junks, and has forwarded quan-

tities of Chinese and Malay tracts,

school-books, he. to Mr. Kam, at Am-
boyna, and also to Bencoolen, for dis-

tribution by the Baptist brethren there.

The increased labours of the mis-

sion have induced Mr. Slater to re-

quest, that another Missionary may be

sent out to his assistance. The Direc-

tors have adopted measures with this

view.

SINCAPORE.

The health of Mr. Milton has very

materially improved since his residence

at Sincapore ; and he has been able to

pursue the labours of the Mission with-

out interruption. He has commenced

two schools ; a Chinese and Malay.

A spot of land has been selected for

the use of the mission, in conformity

to the grant of Sir Stamford Raffles.

The Resident, Colonel Farquhar, con-

tinues to show much kindness to Mr.

Milton, and speaks in very favourable

terms of his application and diligence.

AMBOYNA.
Mr. Kam has performed another

journey among the Moluccas, during

which, he distributed about 3000 co-

pies of the Malay New Testament, with

which he had been supplied by the

British and Foreign Bible Society

;

since which, the inhabitants of one of

the islands, (Nasalout,) in consequence

of reading the Scriptures, had destroy-

ed a great number of their idols.

Mr. Kam's church had lately (Au-

gust 1820,) been joined by two Javans,

baptized as converts from paganism,

and by two Amboynese, who all at-

tend the adult school, or seminary, in

Mr. Kam's house.

Mr. Kam's Printing Office was finish-

ed, and he had printed 3000 copies of a

Malay Catechism, which his people

were very anxious to receive. Four of

the native Christians were capable of

managing the press. His compositor,

pro tempore, w as a Dutch soldier, whom
the Commander of the troops kindly

allowed to be constantly employed in

the office.

EAST INDIES.

Calcutta.

The importance of the Mission in thi-^

city increases. During the last year,

the brethren have devoted themselves

more entirely to the ministry of the

Gospel among the heathen. Theyhave

established, in Calcutta, and in its vi-

cinity, twenty-one stations, at each of

which there is preaching every week.

At the Freemasons' Lodge there is

English worship twice every Sabbath.

From 120 to 140 attend ; and the Church

consists of about 30 members, who walk

worthy of their holy vocation.

The building of the projected new
chapel, to be called " Union Chapel,"

was (August 1820) in a state of consi-

derable forwardness. 1250/. had been

paid for the ground. Of the subscrip-

tions about 1500/. remained in hand,

and 2000/. more would be required to

finish it.

Mr. Edward Ray, a member of the

Mission English church, had been en-

gaged as an assistant. He, and Mr-

Harle, from Chinsurah, reside at Tally-

Gunge, diligently and successfully pro-

secuting their studies, with a view to

labours in an important department of

the Calcutta Mission.

The printing-press, which was re-

moved from Chinsurah, had been con-

stantly and usefully employed.

A monthly publication, entitled the

" Gospel Magazine," printed in Eng-

lish and Bengalee, has been commen-
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ced by the brethren, and is widely

circulated.

It is with much pleasure that the Di-

rectors state, that a peculiar spirit of

affectionate union, and harmonious co-

operation, characterises the mission at

Calcutta, which, while it forms an ad-

mirable example for imitation, affords

one of the surest presages of ultimate

success. It is with deep sorrow and

regret that they record, at the same

time, that from the affectionate and

harmonious little band, who labour at

this station, one during the last year

was separated by the stroke of death,

who gave more than ordinary promise

of zealous and successful exertion as a

Missionary. The Directors allude to

Mr. John Hampson, who died on the

21st of September last.

Although the health of Mr. Townley
has been in a considerable degree re-

established, yet it appears, from the re-

port of his physicians, that it will be

necessary, for its preservation, that he

should not reside at Calcutta. He pur-

posed, in consequence, to remove in

the month of February last to Chinsu-

rah, as his more stated residence, and

to devote himself almost entirely to the

w7ork of the ministry among the hea-

then in that vicinity.

In consequence of the decease of

Mr. Hampson, and his own projected

removal, Mr. Townley solicits the Di-

rectors, in the most urgent and importu-

nate manner, to send out more Mis-

sionaries.

Mr. William H. Bankhead, appointed

to this station, sailed in the Lonach,

Captain Pearson, on the 9th of March
last, and the Directors have lately de-

termined to send out two more Mis-

sionaries to this important field of la-

bour, with as little delay as possible.

GHINSURAH.
The health of Mr. Pearson suffered

some interruption during the last year,

but a short voyage off the sand banks

was the means of restoring him to his

usual health.

Mr. George Mundy arrived at this

Nation in the spring of last year, and

immediately applied himself with dili-

gence to the study of the language, in

which his progress had been such as to

encourage a hope that he would speedi-

ly be able to address the natives.

The native schools have been redu-

ced to 24, which contain about 2500
scholars; but the improvements which

have been made in the economy and

management of the schools, and the

increased proficiency of the children,

are considered as in a great measure

compensating for this reduction.

The Scriptures have been introduced

into six or seven of the schools, and

the brethren hope, that they shall be

able gradually to introduce them into

the rest.

The Directors have great pleasure in

stating, that Mr. Pearson has begun to

preach to the natives in Bengalee. Du-

ring the fine season, it was his custom

to go out in the cool of the evening, io

different parts of the town, where he

addressed large and attentive congre-

gations. He has subsequently adopted

the plan of reading the Bible, and con-

versing with the natives thereon, in con-

nexion with prayer, and an exposition

of the Scriptures. A bungalow chapel

has been erected without the gates for

this object, and it was proposed to erect

another within the tow n.

Numerous tracts are put into circula-

tion, and scarcely a day passes without,

many applications for them at the mis-

sion house. The brethren had latterly

sent copies of the Gospel Magazine,

published at Calcutta, to between two

and three hundred of the more re-

spectable natives of Chinsurah and its

vicinity, and intended pursuing the

same plan monthly. It is understood

that the magazines are very generally

read, and a Hindoo gentleman, resident

in the neighbourhood, had sent his

servant with the money, and requested,

that a copy might be sent to him every

month.

Various useful school-books in Ben-

galee, &c. had been printed at the

Chinsurah press, and Mr. Pearson had

compiled an English and Bengalee
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grammar, for the use of the adult na-

tives, who are desirous to learn Eng-

lish, as well as for use in his projected

English school, of which 1000 copies

were ordered to be printed for the

u Calcutta School Book Society."

BENARES.
Mr. and Mrs. Adam arrived with Mr.

Mundy safe at Calcutta, in the spring

of last year. Here they continued for

some time making preparations for their

long journay to the place of their ulti-

mate destination. During this period

Mr. Adam obtained much useful in-

formation from several respectable in-

dividuals, but particularly from the Rev.

Mr. Corrie, who had formerly resided

at Benares.

Mr. and Mrs. Adam left Calcutta on

the 24th of June, and arrived at Benares

on the 6th of August. During their

passage of about 900 miles up the

Ganges, they had frequent opportuni-

ties of distributing tracts among the na-

tives, of which they constantly availed

themselves.

Subsequently to his arrival at Be-

nares, Mr. Adam had devoted himself

chiefly to the study of the Hindoostanee.

On Sabbath and Wednesday evenings

he addresses, in English, a company of

artillerymen, who assemble in his

house.

Mr. Adam was compiling a " Life of

Christ" for the use of the natives, in

which he designs to contrast the dignity

and purity of our Lord's character with

the opposite qualities, as found in the

Hindoo mythology.

Considering the uncertainty of life,

and the great importance of Benares,

in a missionary point of view, Mr..Adam
urges the Directors to send out another

Missionary to that station.

On this subject Mr. Adam observes as

follows :

<£ The city of Benares, as a

Missionary station, stands pre-eminent-

ly important. Its fancied andfar-famed

sanctity, its venerated antiquity ; its

being considered, in the estimation of

the natives, as the seat of Brahminical

learning and purity, and the great mul-

titudes who inhabit, and. on certain

festivals, frequent it, seem to point it

out as the citadel of the powers of

darkness. When once it surrenders to

the armies of the living God, and the

Christian Missionary, standing among
its forsaken temples, can proclaim,

" Benares the great is fallen, is fallen,

is fallen ;" we may reasonably expect,

that the march of Christianity will be

rapid indeed.

VIZAGAPATAM.
It is with feelings of deep lamenta-

tion and regret, that the Directors re-

port the decease of the Society's very

valuable Missionary, Mr. Edward

Pritchett, who was removed from this

mortal scene, after only a few days

illness, on the 13th of last June. He
was a strong man, and had suffered

comparatively little from the climate.

After superintending the printing of his

Teloogoo translation of the New Testa-

ment at Madras, he returned with his

family to Vizagapatam in the spring of

last year. He had advanced more than

half way in his translation of the Old

Testament into the same language,

when a mysterious visitation suddenly

arrested him in the midst of his useful

labours.

The brethren, Messrs. Gordon and

Dawson, were proceeding in their Mis-

sionary labours ; but the strength of

Mr. Gordon has suffered some diminu-

tion from the effects of the climate.

MADRAS.
Of the state of the free schools at this

station, no accounts have been received

during the past year. In the English

schools, of which there are four, the

Scriptures are regularly read, and Dr.

Watts's Catechisms committed to me-

mory, and apparently with good effect.

The native schools have been increa-

sed to 15, into four of which the

Scriptures and religious tracts have

been introduced, and it is hoped, that

this example will be followed in all the

others.

The new chapel at Persewankura

was opened on Christmas day, 1819. It

i3 respectably and numerously atten-

ded, especially in the evenings. In the
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Lurch at Black Town there are 24

members, of whose piety the brethren

entertain no doubt. Apavoo has the

charge of a Tamul congregation, and

it was expected that Mr. Nicholson,

would commence preaching to the na-

tives before the close of the last year.

The collections at the anniversary of

the Madras Auxiliary Missionary Socie-

ty, had exceeded those of the prece-

ding year.

An Auxiliary Bible Society was es-

tablished at Madras in the spring of

1820, and Mr. Nicholson appointed one

of the Secretaries.

The general state of things at this

Presidency, with regard to objects con-

nected with the diffusion of knowledge,

and especially that of Christianity, is

rapidly improving. The prejudices of

the natives- are evidently on the de-

cline, and even the Brahmins them-

selves are becoming more and more

indifferent to their ancient superstitions.

It also appears, that many among the

Musselmans entertain less confidence

than formerly in the authority of the

Arabian impostor.

BELLARY.

Mr. Hands, after superintending the

printing of the Gospels, in the Canara,

at Madras, returned to Bellary, where

lie arrived safe on the 30th of June, and

found much reason to be satisfied with

the state of the mission, and the man-

ner in which Mr. Reeve had discharged

the increased labours which had de-

volved upon him.

The number of native schools at this

station is increased to 15, and that of

the boys under instruction to about 600.

The Canara Gospels, and the Teloogoo

New Testaments, together with printed

catechisms, had been introduced into

the schools, where, in general they

have been well received. The brethren

rejoice in the expectation, that many
thousands of heathen children at Bella-

ry and in its vicinity, will now be made
acquainted with the Scriptures from

their tenderest age. The number of

children supported and educated in the

[sept.

Bellary charity school, is 40, beside-,

six supported entirely by the mission.

Numerous copies of portions of the

sacred Scriptures, and religious tracts,

in the native languages, are very ex-

tensively distributed. During a period

of about six months, the brethren had

disposed of books to the amount of 601.

A religious book was formerly a rare

sight in that part of India ; the people

had no relish for such things ; but now
they are sought after, and seized with

the greatest avidity.

The brethren preach in English on

Sabbath mornings and evenings, and on

Wednesday evenings. In consequence

of the English Chaplain having been

obliged to leave Bellary on account of

ill health, the brethren had supplied his

place in the Episcopalian church, where,

on the Sabbath, they preach to crowd-

ed congregations. Mr. Reeve preaches

also at the General Hospital, and distri-

butes tracts. Services in the Canara and

Tamul are regularly held for the bene-

fit of the natives. In the latter service,

Mr. Abraham, a member of the church

at Bellary, renders considerable aid.

Anundarayer, the native teacher, con-

tinues to be very useful, and in address-

ing the people, speaks with much pro-

priety.

The contributions to the Auxiliary

Societies for the last year were as fol-

low :

Missionary Society - - £77 3 3
Bible ditto, 92 16 0
Tract ditto, 35 4 0

Mr. Howell has been received into

the mission at Bellary, and has render-

ed much assistance in the superinten-

dence of the schools. On the arrival of

Mr. Hiram Chambers, who was sent

out from the Seminary at Gosport in

October last, and is appointed to this

station, he will probably take a higher

department in the mission, as he pos-

sesses a familiar acquaintance with no

less than four of the native languages.

Mr. Joseph Taylor with the approba-

tion of his brethren in the Peninsula,

had removed to Belgaum, accompanied

REPORTS OF §OCI£Tl£S«
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by the native teacher Ryadass, in order

lo commence anew mission there.

The brethren solicit more Missiona-

ries for several important stations on

this part of India, and particularly for

Seringapatam, where the poor people

are calling for a Missionary to " come
over and help them."

Previously to Mr. Hands leaving Ma-
dras, the Acts of the Apostles, and the

Epistles to the Ephesians and Philippi-

ans, as well as the Gospels, in Canara,

were printed. The printing of the re-

mainder of the New Testament, and
that of the Canarese translation of the

Old Testament, will be carried on at

Bellary, where a small printing esta-

blishment has lately been connected

with the mission.

NEW MISSION AT

BELGAUM:
The Directors have already stated,

that Mr. Taylor had removed from Bel-

lary, with the native teacher Ryadass,

to this place. He had been very kind-

ly received by the Commanding Officer

at the station, and other respectable

Europeans, by whose solicitations, con-

nected with other important reasons,

he had been induced to settle at Bel-

gaum. He conducts divine service on
the Sabbath mornings at the General's

house, on which occasion* a considera-

ble proportion of the officers attend,

and in the evenings preaches to the sol-

diers in the camp. Mr. Taylor's sphere

of labour among the surrounding hea-

rt! en is very extensive.

NEW MISSION AT

BANGALORE.
Messrs. Forbes and Laidler arrived

at this station in April, 1320. They were
very kindly received by Major Mack-
worth, who provided them with a bun-
galow, until a convenient house could
be obtained. They have since taken

up their residence at the Cantonment,
where they have been chiefly occupied
in the study of the Canara, in which
they have made considerable progress.

The brethren at Bellary had supplied

Sept. 1821. 13

them with Grammars, Vocabularies, &c.

in that language.

They preach in English on the Sun-

day and Wednesday evenings, chiefly

to the soldiers of his Majesty's 34th

Regiment. The servant of Mr. Laidler,

who has received a religious education

at Tranquebar, and understands the

Canara and Tamul, reads the Scriptures

to the people of a neighbouring village,

and afterward delivers an exhortation.

Mr. Forbes had occupied part of his

time in superintending a school. Mr.

Laidler had begun to write a Catechism,

designed to give a view of all the Scrip-

ture doctrines, for translation into the

Tamul. Mrs. Laidler had commenced
a school for the children of the descend-

ants of Europeans. As to the educa-

tion of the female children of the na-

tives, the brethren intimate, that the

strongest possible aversion exists against

any such attempt ;
since, according to

the prevalent custom of Hindoostan,

females only of the vilest and most de-

graded character have the privilege of

being taught to read. Thus the im-

provement of the female character in

that country is prevented by a practice,

concerning whose origin no doubt can

be entertained, which, as it respects

that sex, identifies education with dis-

honour !

But it becomes not British Christian*,

on this account, to shrink from attempt-

ing to introduce the advantages of edu-

cation and religion among the native

females in India, and thus at once to

elevate them to their proper sphere in

society, and to awaken in their dormant

minds the hopes of immortality and

glory. It should be recollected, that

there exists no moral difficulties which

Christianity, under the direction of the

Spirit of its great Author, cannot over-

come ; and that the force of public

opinion there, which now operates

against native female education, by the

gradual influence of example and emu-

lation, may at length, by the divine

blessing on the due use of proper means,

be turned in its favour. Let no mem-
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bcr of a Missionary Society, yea, let no

Christian forget, that in British India

alone, there are at least thirty mil-

lions of females destitute at once of

the enjoyments of social life, the plea-

sures of intellect, and the hopes of

heaven.

SOUTH TRAVANCORE.

Mr. Mault arrived at Nagarcoil in

December, 1819, and Mr, Smith on the

1st of May, 1820.

The number of native schools at this

station is increased to 15 ; and the

zeal and diligence of the masters are

much improved. In the " Central

School" the children increase in num-

ber, and the brethren hope, also in

wisdom and knowledge. Some of the

boys read the Scriptures in Tamul well.

From this school they hope to obtain,

in due time, native assistants for the

mission, wTho shall prove heralds of

salvation to their own countrymen.

Toward the building of the new
church at Nagarcoil, the Rajah of Tan-

jore has subscribed 550 Rupees ; and

the Resident there has also made a

liberal donation for the same object.

The building was proceeding. At Aga-

tesurum, ground has been purchased,

with a view to the erection of a more

commodious place of worship. It is

to be built very near one of the pagan

temples, and the leading persons in the

neighbourhood are filled with appre-

hensions lest the whole village should

renounce idolatry !

During the years 1818 and 1819, about

3000 persons placed themselves under

religious instruction, in addition to

about 900 originally connected with

the mission, while under the superin-

tendence of Mr. Ringeltaube. But al-

though these have renounced idolatry,

and are nominally Christians, there is

no reason to believe that many among
them have as yet any just pretensions

to genuine piety.

The following sums have been paid

to the Treasurer of the Society during

ihe past year :—

-

For the erection of Bun-

galow chapels in Tra-

vancore - - - - L. 117 12 6

In ditto, for the mainte-

nance of native tea-

chers, 200/. to be contin-

ued annually - - - - 250 0 0

It may be proper to observe here,

that the erection of a bungalow chapel

costs 25/, and that 10/. per annum will

maintain a native teacher.

A small printing-press has been erect,

ed at this station, which the brethren

expect will be fully employed in the

printing of catechisms, tracts, &c.

The land connected with the mission

had been much improved. The reve-

nue has hitherto been appropriated in

the building of a granary, schools, pla-

ces of worship, &c.

Two young men, Messrs. Ashton and

M'Ally, had been engaged chiefly to as-

sist in the secular concerns of the mis-

sion. They had also made themselves

very useful in superintending schools,

visiting the congregations, &c. &.c.

The brethren have established a pub-

lic library at Nagarcoil.

The wide sphere and increasing la-

bours of the mission, induce the breth-

ren importunately to solicit more Mis-

sionaries from England.

SURAT.

Mr. Skinner returned from Bombay
to Surat in the decline of the year 1819.

A printingrpress had been obtained

from Calcutta, together with founts of

English and Guzerat types. The breth-

ren had also received a supply of pa-

per from the " Calcutta Bible Society."

Early in the last year, they commenced

the printing of tracts in the Guzerat,

and shortly after of an edition of 1000

copies of their Guzerat translation of

the New Testament, which they hoped

would be all printed off by the present

time. Meanwhile, they were proceed-

ing with the Guzerat version of the

Old Testament, and with such por-

tions of the New Testament as had

not been revised for the press. The

Guzerat language is spoken throughout
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a country at least equal in extent to

England : and the brethren rejoice in

the expectation of being enabled to

send the entire Gospel of Jesus Christ

to so many places, where the human

voice will not, probably, for a long pe-

riod, be able to penetrate.

The tracts printed at the mission

press the brethren have daily opportu-

nities of distributing.

There is English worship at the Mis-

sion-house on Sabbath and Wednesday

evenings. Places are opened for na-

tive worship in most parts of the city,

some of which are visited by the breth-

ren almost every evening.

More Missionaries are also solicited

for this station.

RUSSIA.

Siberia.

On the arrival of Messrs. Swan and

Yuille, it became necessary to erect

another house ; and the superinten-

dence of the work had occupied much

of the brethren's attention. They had,

however, devoted a considerable por-

tion of their time to the study of the

languages, and had occasionally visited

the neighbouring tribes ; and on these

occasions had distributed numerous co-

pies of the Gospels and tracts in Mon-
golian, some of them even in the

temples.

During these tours th^y frequently

take up their abode with the Buriats for

several days together, in order to con-

verse with the Lamas, and others, who
resort to the temples. These means
appear to have been attended with ve-

ry pleasing and encouraging effects.

The Buriats come from a distance of

4 or 500 versts, in order to obtain medi-

cal advice and medicine, which occa-

sions are improved by the brethren for

conversation with the visitors, and the

distribution of tracts.

Mr. Stallybrass has finished the al-

phabetical arrangement of his Mongo-
lian Dictionary ; and his progress in the

language had been such, as to en-

courage a hope, that he should soon be
able to address the Buriats in their

temple?,

The Governor General of Siberia had

visited the mission, and had assured

the brethren that he would do all that

lies in his power to forward their de-

signs.

Messrs. Stallybrass and Swan had ta-

ken a journey to Kiachta, the frontier

town between the Russian and Chi-

nese empires, in order to obtain an

interview with the Archimandrite Ko-

menskoe, who was at that place, on

his way to Pekin, in which city he is

authorised to establish a mission, under

the patronage of the Greek Church.

They endeavoured to engage him in

the work of translating the Scriptures

into the Manjur, with which he has a

familiar acquaintance, but were unsuc-

cessful. His reply was, that it was no

object of his mission.

ST. PETERSBURGH.
Mr. Knill left England for St. Peters-

burgh in October last, with a view to

prosecute preparatory studies there, in

the prospect of ultimately labouring in

Siberia. He is accommodated in the

house of Dr. Henderson, from whom,
as well as Dr. Paterson, he has received

the kindest attentions. Mr. Knill prea-

ches regularly in the Moravian Chapel,

and is numerously and respectably at-

tended.

The Directors are happy to report,

that the health of Mr. Knill has been

greatly improved since his residence at

St. Petersburgh.

RUSSIAN TARTARY.

Sarepta.

The Directors are concerned to state,

that, in consequence of the illness of

Mrs. Rahmn, Mr. Rahmn was not able

to fix his residence at Astrachan, in

conformity to the plan adopted pre-

viously to the last Anniversary of the

Society.

Mr. Rahmn, during the last summer,
laboured among the Calmucs, and had
opportunities of distributing among
them the Gospels and tracts in the Cal-

muc, and at the same time of improving

himself in the language—of collecting

materials for further studies—and of
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becoming better acquainted with the

character and habits of the people.

During the ensuing summer, he pro-

poses devoting himself to the Dorbat

horde, who pasture their flocks between
the river Kuma and Sarepta.

GREEK MISSION.
ZANTE.

It is with sincere grief that the Di-

rectors report the death of Mrs.

Lowndes, which melancholy event

took place on the 15th of January last.

The Government of Corfu have given

Mr. Lowndes permission to deliver a

sermon, whenever he chooses, at the

garrison chapel, in Zante. On these

occasions he reads the Liturgy of the

Church of England, and is attended by
about 300 of the military.

During the last year Mr. Lowndes
visited Athens, Thebes, Corinth, and

Patras. His objects were to ascertain,

as far as possible, the best methods of

facilitating the diffusion of religious

knowledge in Greece, and of connecting

morp closely the friends of the Bible

Society at Athens and Patras, with the

Ionian Society. During the present

spring, it was his intention to visit Sa-

lamis, iEgina, and the Negropont.

MALTA.
Mr. Wilson has continued to apply to

the study of Romaic, or Modern Greek

and Italian languages ; but particularly

to the former. He has compiled a gram-

mar of the Romaic, also a tract on

Swearing, in Modern Greek, and has

commenced in the same language, a

email work, on the Reading of the Scrip-

tures, founded on Mr. Bickersteth's

Scripture Help.

A young Greek employed by Mr.

Wilson, had translated into the Romaic,

Dr. Bogue's " Essay," and begun a

translation of Dr. Doddridge's " Rise and

Progress" in the same language.

AFRICA.
STATIONS WITHIN THE COLONY.

Cdpe Town.
Dr. Philip preaches in English four

times a week, and subsequently to his

return from the interior, he has been

much gratified by perceiving among

[SEPTV

his people, a deep and zealous feeling

in relation to the salvation of the hea-

then, insomuch, that some of them

were even disposed to go out them-

selves to labour as Missionaries.

Dr. Philip is more and more strongly

impressed with the great benefits likely

to result from the erection at Cape

Town, of a large and commodious

chapel, in a central situation, and gen-

erally with the great importance of at-

tempts to promote the religious and

moral improvement of the inhabitants,

considered in reference to the bearing

of such improvement on the Society's

Missions in the interior, since the senti-

ments and habits of this little metropo-

lis must necessarily influence those of

the different parts of the Colony.

Mr. Campbell, accompanied by Mr,

Moffat, arrived at New Lattakoo in the

spring of last year. He proceeded be-

yond that place in a north easterly di-

rection, on a journey of between 2

and 300 miles, visited the old city, and

several other large and populous towns

belonging to the Bootchuanas, in some

of which, the people had made far

greater advances in civilization, than

any he had previously seen among the

tribes of that nation. At Kurreechane,

a place containing about 16,000 inha-

bitants, they smelt iron and copper

ore, manufactQre pottery, and excel in

basket-making. Dr. Philip and Mr.

Campbell are very desirous that Mis-

sionaries should be sent to some of the

places discovered by the latter, who as-

certained, that the inhabitants were not

only willing but desirous to receive them.

From Stellenbosch, the paarl,

TULBAH, and CALEDON INSTITUTION,

which would follow next in the order

of the Report, no intelligence has been

received during the past year, except

that Mr. Anderson, who has laboured

nearly 20 years at Griqua Town, has re-

moved to Caledon Institution.

It is expected, that particulars respec-

ting the above mentioned stations, will

be brought by Mr. Campbell.

PACALTSDORP.
The Directors are concerned to siaie,

that this settlement had suffered severe-
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Iy in its external circumstances during

the last year. The crops which were

in a flourishing condition, were sudden-

ly blasted—the produce of the gardens

destroyed by a long drought—their fruit

trees stripped by a hurricane—and a

considerable loss sustained by the dy-

ing of many of their cattle and sheep.

In consequence of these disasters, the

poor Hottentots were scarcely able to

get bread.

Such is the dark side of the picture.

On the other, the Directors are happy

to state, that the interior concerns of

the Mission were highly promising and

cheering. The children in the school had

made an encouraging progress. Since

the Institution of the Sabbath school,

the poor slaves, anxious for learning,

come to the settlement from every

quarter, and having no money to buy

books, Mr. Messer had gratuitously sup-

plied them out of the Mission stock.

Relative to the subject of his ministry

Mr. Messer observes, " It seems as if

all the poor Hottentots were resolved

to obtain the blessings of the Gospel.

Such as have appeared for many years

to possess hearts as hard as a stone,

now come and bow their knees at the

feet of Jesus.''

Mr. Messer likewise speaks in very

favourable terms as to the persevering

diligence and exertions o( the Hotten-

tots, and particularly in the erection of

a wall, which encloses and protects the

whole settlement.

Mr. Messer has apprenticed 13 boys

belonging'.to the Institution, to various

useful trades.

Duringthe year 1820, he baptized,

Adults, . 36

Children, 29
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that Mr. James Kitchingman, who had
laboured about three years at Steinkopft",

in Little Namaqualand, having lately

visited the Colony, had been appointed

by the Deputation to fill a situation in

the mission at Bethelsdorp.

The Journal of the proceedings at

this station has not as yet been recei-

ved, but will probably be brought by
Mr. Campbell.

THEOPOLIS.

The Directors are in possession of no

intelligence as to the state of this Set-

tlement during the past year, except

that it has received an additional grant

of land from the Acting Governor of

the Colony of the Cape.

STATIONS BEYOND THE
COLONY.

MISSIONS IN THE COUNTRY OF

THE GRIQUAAS.

Griqua Town.
The school at this station contains

upwards of 100 scholars, of whom 45

can read. Several have learned to

write, and some have made some pro-

gress in arithmetic.

The church at Griqua Town, consists

of about 200 members.

During the last year several stone

houses, and four extensive stone enclo-

sures for cattle, had been built. The

number of wagons belonging to the

Settlement was increased ;
eight hav-

ing been purchased by the Griquaas

from the Colonists during the last year.

Mr. Anderson has removed from Gri-

qua Town to Caledon Institution. On
the return of Mr. Campbell from the

Bootchuana country, he left Mr. Moffat

Marriages .

~4 at Griqua Town
'
where k is Presumed

he still labours.
Births, 7

Deaths, 4
Excluded from the Church, 7

Re-admitted, 3

The Cape Government has granted

an additional piece of land for the use

of the Institution.

BETHELSDORP.
Cape Town.

• Accounts have been received; stating.

CAMPBELL.

Mr. Sass, whose constitution was un-

able, in summer, to bear the excessive

heat on the Orange River, has removed

from Bethesda to Campbell, which is

situated about 40 miles from Griqua

Town. His labours are divided be-

tween the Griquaas, and several kraals

of Coranuas on the Great River.
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HARDCASTLE.
The native Teacher, P. David, la-

bours among the people here, and also

among the Corannas in the vicinity.

He is a pious and zealous man, and well

acquainted with the Coranna language.

A stone house has been begun at

Hardcastle, and several houses, which

the natives call round houses, consist-

ing of stone, had been built.

KENNA.
This station is situated on the Cra-

dock River. There are here two kraals,

one of Corannas and one of Bosche-

men. The native teachers, Kruisman

and David, labour among them.

RAMA.
This station is situated higher up the

Cradock River than Kenna. The na-

tive teachers, Piet Sabba and Andrew

Pretorius, have laboured among the

Boschemen here for some time. The

people have built a row of houses in

the European manner, which have a

very neat appearance. They cultivate

a considerable piece of land, and have

a small stock of cattle.

NEW LATTAKOO.
At morning and evening prayers, ex-

hortations are regularly given to the

Bootchuanas, and frequently on the

Sabbath some of the neighbouring vil-

lages are visited, and the people col-

lected for instruction. Some towns

lower down the Krooman, where the

people have shown a disposition to lis-

ten to the Gospel, are also occasionally

visited.

Some respect is shown by the Boot-

chuanas to the Sabbath, and they now
seldom go out to hunt on that day, or

commence journies thereon. Some

perform no secular work on the Sab-

bath, and many attend divine service.

Some are known to pray in private,

and some, when journeying, to keep

up social worship. Concerning the

happy death of one, at least, a Boot-

chuana woman, the Brethren entertain

no doubt. Many have acknowledged

their ignorance, and expressed their

desire for instruction. Many have

'orae proper notions of God, of Je?us

Christ, of heaven and hell. Formerly

they imagined that God took pleasure

in inflicting evils on men and the infe-

rior animals, now they think very dif-

ferently respecting him ;
many are

ashamed to acknowledge a reliance on

the pretended rain-makers. Some have

given up their pernicious amusements,

others seem to pursue them with reluc-

tance The King and Chiefs have for-

mally abandoned the practice of going

out against neighbouring tribes, on com-

mandoes, or plundering expeditions,

and greater respect is shown generally

to the life of man, of which some re-

markable instances have occurred. On
the whole an improved state of things

has been superinduced, and the Mis-

sionaries are held in much greater es-

teem.

CCP Respecting Africaner's Kraal,

BETHANY,and Steinkopff, in Namaqua-

land, no intelligence has been received,'

except that Mr. Kitchingman has re-

moved to Bethelsdorp as before inti-

mated.

AFRICAN ISLANDS.

MAURITIUS.

The communications received from

Mr. Le Brun, during the past year, con-

tain no particulars of importance, re-

lative to the state or progress of the

Mission under his care.

Mr. David Jones continued during

the former part of last year, to labour

at Belombre, under the patronage of

Charles Telfair, Esq. Alluding to the

general effects of Mr. Jones's instruc-

tions, Mr. Telfair observes, " The ex-

ample has extended from the children

to their parents and older relations, so

that a general spirit of religious feeling

pervades all classes of the numerous
population employed on my planta-

tions; and the improvement of their

conduct and industry has been in pro-

portion. Some of my slaves who had

absconded during my absence in Eng-

land, and have been away for three

years, have returned to their duty, and

become quiet and well behaved. I

trust these palpable good consequence*
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will have their effect, in inducing others

to followthe example of educating their

slaves."

MADAGASCAR.
It is well known, that in the autumn

of last year, his Excellency R. T. Far-

quhar, Esq. Governor of the Mauritius,

despatched Mr. Hastie on a commission

to Radama, King of Madagascar, with

a view to conclude with him a treaty,

having for its object the total extinction

of the slave traffic in that Island, and

that the negociation was crowned with

success.

With the full approbation of Gover-

nor Farquhar, Mr. David Jones accom-

panied the Agent to the Court of Ra-

dama, who received him with much
cordiality, he being introduced by Mr.

Hastie, as his particular friend. Mr.

Jones availed himself of the opportu-

nity hereby afforded to promote the

object of the Society, as to the es-

tablishment of Christian Missions on

the island. The king being satisfied

with the views and objects of the So-

ciety, which had been explained to him

by Mr. Jones, consented that he should

write to the Directors for Missionaries

to instruct his people in the knowledge

of Christianity, provided a number of

artisans shall accompany them, being

solicitous that his people should be in-

structed in the useful arts as well as in

religion. The King afterwards consent-

ed to write to the Directors to the

same effect*

It was the intention of Mr. Jones to

have returned with Mr. Hastie to the

Mauritius after the conclusion of the

treaty, but in consequence of a formal

invitation from the King, transmitted

by his Secretary, Mr. Jones had con-

sented to remain at Tananarive, where

the King has since allotted to him a re-

sidence in one of the royal houses, with

two servants to attend him. Here he
was to enjoy the advantage of some

* The letter to which the Report here alludes,

was published in the first number of our present
volume—page 38.

good teachers, in order that he'might

improve himself in the knowledge of
the Madecasse language.

In relation to the opening now pre-
sented in the Island of Madagascar, his

Excellency Governor Farquhar has
addressed a letter to the Directors, in

which he thus observes :

" In my opinion never was so bound-
less and favourable a field thrown open
to your pious labours. A people with-

out any national religion or supersti-

tions of consequence to combat, con-

sisting of about four millions of souls,

ready as well as capable of receiving

instruction, under the will of a mo-
narch who is as eager to obtain it' for

them, as you can be to grant it."

The Directors had already, in con-

formity to an intimation in the Report

of last year, sent out Mr. David Griffiths

from the Seminary at Gosport, to assist

Mr. Jones in an attempt to revive the

Mission at Madagascar, and the com-

munications from that island which

have just come to hand, will doubtless

receive from the ensuing direction that

attention which they so justly merit

WEST INDIES.

GEORGE TOWN.
Providence Chapel,—Mr. Davies's

Congregation, fyc.

Several members of the church had

been removed by death, but their pla-

ces had been filled up by others.

—

Among the congregation are many
young people and children who dili-

gently learn the Scriptures, &.c. The

number of free children who are in-

structed by Mr. Davies on the Satur-

day afternoon, were about 170. The

total number of negro children, who
attend for instruction in companies of

about 100 each, about 1000. These are

catechised on the Sabbath, when many
of Mr. Davies's former pupils attend to

assist in the work.

Mr. Davies has opened another place

for the preaching of the Gospel at Be-

lair, where he, with the Brethren Smith

and Mercer, had supplied, alternately
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every fortnight; several hundreds oF

negroes usually attend the service at

this place.

Mr. Elliot's Congregation in Cum-
ingsberg, George Town.

No particular communications con-

cerning Mr. Elliot's church and con-

gregation at this place have been re-

ceived during the past year.

Ebeaezer Chapel, oh the West Coast.

The attendance of the negroes at

this chapel, which has lately been erect-

ed, is good, and Mr. Elliot states, that

he has reason to believe that the Gos-

pel has not been preached to them in

vairt. The spirit of opposition has

greatly subsided. Several of the plant-

ers manifest a friendly disposition, and

have subscribed towards the expense of

the chapel, upwards of £20.

Mr. Mercer during the past year, has

been usefnlly'occupied in preaching the

Gospel in various places. At Provi-

dence Chapel, in consequence of the

repeated indisposition of Mr. Davies,

occasionally at Belair, on the east

coast ; at Belle Vue, about 7 miles up

the Demerara river, once a fortnight

;

beside visiting occasionally Fort Island.

About 3 months since, Mr. Mercer

commenced preaching in the Island of

Le Guan, having received permission

from a gentleman of considerable in-

fluence and respectability, to instruct

the negroes on his estates. Mr. Mer-

cer is encouraged by the prospects of

usefulness in Le Guan, and has it in

contemplation to reside there.

LE RESOUVENIR.

The Directors have the satisfaction

to state, that there is a considerable ac-

cession to the number of members in

Mr. Smith's church, and the state of

religion among his people, generally,

such as he reflects on with pleasure.

The number of his congregation is

about 600. On the Sabbath, the ne-

groes are catechised in the intervals of

public worship. Mrs. Smith meanwhile

instructs a select number of females in

the vestry. The negroes, at a distance,
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are visited and instructed by his dea-

cons. None of the negroes are admit-

ted to baptism without due previous in-

struction and examination.

BERBICE.

The Directors are concerned to state,

that, during the past year, the labours

of Mr. Wray have been very much in-

terrupted by illness in his family, as

well as by personal indisposition. In

the decline of the year, on the invita-

tion of Mr. Davies, he accompanied

Mrs. Wray to George Town, for the

recovery of health. While in Deme-
rara, they attended the chapels of Mr.

Davies and Mr. Smith, and were highly

delighted to witness the attendance of

so many hundreds of negroes, and much
affected with their earnest prayers.

Mr. Wray during the past year, had

employed a portion of his time in visit-

ing the poor free coloured people at

their own habitations, and some of

them, in consequence, have been indu-

ced to go to his chapel, and hear the

word of,God.

A meeting of the Berbice Auxiliary

Missionary Society had been held, and

the contributions amounted to about

420 guilders.

General Remarks.

On a review of the communications

now made, relating to the Foreign

Transactions of the Society, the Di-

rectors feel themselves called upon to

congratulate the Members of the Socie-

ty on the solid and important benefits

which in so many parts of the world,

are effecting by the instrumentality of

its numerous missions, as well as on
account of the new fields of missionary

labour which are presenting themselves

to the Society, under circumstances of

a very promising nature. But the fore-

going statements present ground for

thankfulness, as well as of congratula-

tion
; and, therefore, the Directors de-

sire to unite with this Meeting, and the

Members of the Society at large, in

presenting to the throne of the Most

High. devout acknowledgments for the
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prosperity with which He continues to

crown the labours of this Society.

MISSIONARY SEMINARY.

The Rev. Dr. Winter, the Rev. Dr. J.

Pye Smith, and the Rev. Joseph Berry,

have recently visited the Society's

Seminary at Gosport, as a Deputation

from the Directors, in order to inspect

and report the state of that institution.

The examinations were equally grati-

fying to the Deputation, and honourable

to the Students. From the evidences

that came before them, the Deputation

express the conviction which they en-

tertain of" the consistent character and

promising talents of the young men,

of their enlightened, ardent, and hum-

ble piety, of their temperate and regu-

lated zeal, of their application to study,

of their respect to their tutors, of their

mutual brotherly love, of their affec-

tionate attachment to the Missionary

cause ; in short, of their possessing

qualifications which afford a reasonable

prospect, under the Divine blessing,

that in them the designs of the Society

will be answered."

The Directors indulge the most plea-

sing anticipations as to the results of the

future labours of the young men who
appear, from the account now given,

as well as from concurring testimony,

to be peculiarly fitted for the solemn

and important work in which many of

them, it is probable, will shortly be

called to engage.

During the past year have proceeded

from the Seminary at Gosport

—

Mr. H. Chambers, appointed to Bellary.

Mr. David Griffiths, to Madagascar.

Mr. James Humphreys, to Malacca.

Mr. Thomas Jones, to South Seas.

Mr. Richard Knill has also proceed-

ed to St. Petersburg, with an ultimate

view to Siberia
; and Mr. W. H. Bank-

head to Calcutta, as already intimated.

Mr. Elijah Armitage, manufacturer,
and Mr. Thomas Blossom, artisan, have
also been sent out to the South Seas, to

assist more particularly in the civil

concerns of the mission.

Sept. 1821, - 14
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Funds and Conclusion.

The total amount of the receipts is

£26,174 4s 3d, being £764 7s lid

more than the income of the year pre-

ceding. The amount of the disburse-

ments for the past year is £27,790

17s Id, being an increase on the ex-

penditure of the preceding year of

£1645 0s 6d and forming, on the past

year's account, a balance against the

Society, of £1616 12s lOd. The
Treasurer, also, is under an acceptance

for £2000 drawn by the Society's

agents at Calcutta, making the total

amount of the expenditure above the

receipts, for the past year, £3616

12s lOd.

The above statement, indicating as it

does, a progressive augmentation in the

expenditure, especially when viewed

in connexion with the increase of Mis-

sionary Stations, and the annual addi-

tion to the number of Missionaries, suf-

ficiently points out to this Meeting the

imperious necessity for the exercise, o*

the part of the Members of the Society,

of wisdom in planning, and vigour and

constancy in executing, measures well

adapted to augment the revenue of the

Society.

In conclusion, dear Brethren, the

Directors beg leave to direct your at-

tention to the high and indispensable

importance of prayer in connexion with

Missionary efforts, it is impossible to

place too much stress upon this consi-

deration ; for, if this duty be neglected,

in vain do we wisely plan, or vigo-

rously execute, or liberally bestow, or

promptly avail ourselves of new ope-

nings for Missionary exertions. On the

constancy and fervency of our prayers

for the success of the Society will de-

pend much of the spirit of faith and

love, with which, individually, we shall

act, while fulfilling our respective du-

ties, in the furtherance of this great and

blessed undertaking ; and according to

the degree in which the spirit of ardent

and importunate supplication prevails

among the mass of Christians who sup-

port such Institutions, (including nar-
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ticularly the individuals who have the

immediate management of their con-

cerns, and those who labour under their

direction, in foreign climes,) are we
authorized to expect that their career

will be successful, and their final re-

sults glorious. May the God of all

grace mercifully vouchsafe this spirit to

every member of this, and of every

similar society ! Amen !

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Journal of the Union Mission, which was mentioned in our
last two numbers as having been sent forward, but not received,

has since come to hand. Extracts of this Journal, as well as a
letter accompanying it, will be given below.

Letters from the Superintendent and Assistant of the Great
Osage Mission, have also been received, announcing their safe

arrival at their destined station. They reached the vicinity of
the Great Osage Village on the 2d of August; but, in consequence
of the absence of the Chiefs on a hunting party, they had not, on
the 6th of that month, decided on the spot on which their build-

ings are to be erected. Extracts of these letters will be found
in a subsequent page.

UNION MISSION.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS.

The Superintendent to the Domestic

Secretary.

Arkansas River, near Post ofAr-

kansas, Wth June, 1821.

Very Dear Sir,

In transmitting the journal and ac-

count of expenditures, I take the liberty

of addressing the Board, concerning our

situation.

Were it not for this untimely and

perplexing Indian warfare, our pros-

pects for a school would be of the most

flattering order. On my way down the

river, I have been endeavouring to as-

certain the true state of things, and to

learn the effects of Clamore's proposals

as stated in the journal. I was inform-

ed, that the Cherokees say " they have

heard such talks before, and should pay

no regard to this." Their voice is still

for war. Col. Brearly, the United

State? Agent among them, say? they

are more generally united in war mea-
sures, than at any time before. He has

not been able to dissuade them, al-

though he tells them, they will gain

nothing, expend much, and perhaps be
defeated in the end. But they have a

great antipathy to the Osages, and
should they obtain allies may yet dis-

tress them. And what has a great

bearing on this point, is the removal of

the Choctaws to this Country. Though
it is understood from the late modi-

fication of the Treaty, that they are

not to settle below the Poto, which
empties into the Arkansas at Fort

Smith, a circumstance which will prove

a great relief to the inhabitants who
live below the Fort

;
yet the farther the

Indians are removed from the seat of

government, and the more contiguously

to each other they are placed, the

greater will be the danger of perpetual

warfare among them. We exceedingly
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regret the late measures concerning the

Choctaw*. Nothing, I repeat it, nothing

will so effectually prevent the benevo-

lent designs of Missionary enterprise,

as Indian wars. It is the most fatal

impediment that the enemy of souls

could lay in the way, especially in re-

gard to the Osages. As they have not

been corrupted by ardent spirits, they

are comparatively pure. They are not

vitiated by bad examples. They have

less to unlearn. They are an interest-

ing portion of the human family. We
long to go out into their villages, and

compel themtocome in. But war, dis-

tressing war, forbids.

With due respect to the government

of the United States, I would ask—Is

it not consistent with the Constitution ?

Is it not right to controul the savages in

their conduct, not only towards the

white people, but towards each other ?

What more judicious measures could be

arranged for civilizing the Indians, than

overruling their wars ? What will the

grants of money avail, while they are

disturbed by quarrels, and engaged in

dancing over the scalps of their ene-

mies ? Their annuities are of little

value too, expended in war. It is the

sincere prayer of our Mission Family,

that speedy and effectual measures may
be taken to prevent war, and thus to

open a door for our usefulness. What
other impediment have we ? And what

greater could we have ? If it be possi-

ble to bring to an end, this distracted

state of things, what labours of love

could be more important than peti-

tioning the government to controul

the Indians? Friends of Christ, offer

your prayers to God. Friends of hu-

manity, present your petitions to Con-

gress, praying, that, if it be possible, the

poor savages who live within the pale

of a Christian Government may bo

hushed to peace, and awed from rais-

ing the warhoop and the tomahawk.
Give yourself no rest till the end be ac-

complished. We most earnestly desire

to go to our work. We are ardently de-

sirous to be engaged in teaching the

poor Osages. We have food and rai-

ment, and houses to dwell in, but how
small a thing this, compared with the

great errand on which we came to this

distant heathen land.

The glorious news from the Sand-

wich Islands, we have read with de-

light. There, war is over. The door

is open. The way is prepared. The

time to favour Owyhee and her sister

Isles appears to have come. My heart

rejoices over a people for whom I

have prayed, and whose sons I have

assisted in nursing for Christ. Oh ! that

the Osages and their enemies in this

Western wilderness, knew the things

that belong to their peace.

Mr. William C. Requa to his friend

at Mount Pleasant.

Union, Arkansas Territory'.

March 21st, 1821.

Dear Sir,

I feel under obligation to

occupy a few of my leisure moments
in giving you a short account of the

place we inhabit, of the manners and

customs of the natives of this land of

moral darkness—of their deplorable de-

gradation, and of the hopeful appear-

ance of our being useful among them.

It will not be necessary to give a ge-

ographical description of this Territory

at large. I shall, therefore, confine my-

self to a brief description of the mis-

sionary station, and the contiguous re-

gion. The place chosen for the mis-

sionary plantation, of which we have

the occupancy at present, was freely

given by all the Chiefs in the Osage

Tribe. It is situated about twenty-five

miles from the mouth of Grand River,

which runs from North to South, and

empties into the Arkansas about seven

hundred miles from its mouth. The

land in this country appears to be ex-

ceedingly fertile. The air is also very

salubrious, owing to the variegated

surface of the country, which is inter-

spersed with hills and dales in every

direction, and probably to the land
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being mostly destitute of timber, which

admits a free circulation of air. Exten-

sive prairies are found all over this

Western Country, in which there is not

a tree to be found except on the rivers

and smaller streams which glide

through it. I do not exaggerate when
I tell you, a person may travel in almost

any direction, some hundreds of miles

from this place, without seeing timber

sufficient to fence the land in sizeable

lots. The site for the Missionary build-

ings is about a mile from the river on

the west side in a prairie of about four

or five hundred acres of excellent ara-

ble land, which is mostly surrounded

with timber.

That portion of the ignorant abori-

gines of America who inhabit this re-

gion of country, though naturally intel-

ligent and docile, are, notwithstanding,

sunk into a lamentable state of degra-

dation. Being ignorant of the arts of

civilized life, they roam necessarily and

almost constantly, from place to place,

in quest of game for the support of

themselves and their families. Being

destitute of the means of clothing them-

selves as we do, they wear the skins of

beasts ; but their children are literally

jiaked.

This tribe live in villages altogether,

f)f which there are several. The largest

is about thirty miles from this place. I

was there a few weeks ago, and found

the Indians very numerous. There are

about five hundred huts in the village,

in each of which are large families. As

polygamy is common among them, it is

not uncommon to see with one man in

his lodge, three or four women, who
are his wives, with fifteen or twenty

children.

These poor savages of the Avilderness,

being totally ignorant of letters, of civil

law, of the revelation of God, call vice

virtue in many instances. They think

it is laudable to steal, especially from

their enemies; that it is commendable

to take every advantage of other Indian

tribes who are their enemies, in com-

mitting devastation and destruction

within their borders. Other example*

of their degraded state I could men-

tion ; but they would wound a chaste

and delicate ear. I shall therefore for-

bear.

The writer here gives an ac-

count of the first interview with

the principal Chief; and after

quoting a part of his speech on
the occasion, (the substance of

which we have already publish-

ed,) thus remarks :

—

Such language as this, fraught with

wisdom and good sense, from the prin-

cipal Chief in the Nation, filled our

hearts with gratitude to God, for so

happy a reception among them. May
the Lord, who hath said, that the hea-

then shall be given to Christ for an in-

heritance, and the uttermost parts of

the earth for his possession, make us, in

infinite mercy, bright and shining lights

in this land of pagan darkness!

My dear Sir, the Lord has seen fit to

afflict us much with sickness, and even

with the death of two of our sisters in

this family. It would occupy several

sheets of paper to give a particular ac-

count of the sufferings and afflictions of

this family, since the Lord laid his chas-

tening hand upon us. With respect to

myself, I can say, hitherto the Lord
hath been abundantly merciful to me.

I have, indeed, been sick, but less I

think, than any other of the family. My
health is very good at present. I have

reason to believe that the Lord, who
hath declared that all things shall work,

together for good to them that love God,

hath in much mercy afflicted us, to re-

prove our wandering ways, to show us

what we are by nature, to bring us to the

footstool of sovereign mercy, to teach

us where our strength lies, and to exhi-

bit to us the uncertainty of life, our lia-

bility to death, the vanity of all things

sublunary, and the importance of having

our treasure in heaven, that our hearts

may be there also. For whom the Lord

loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth

every son whom he receiveth. The
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Mission Family enjoy a comfortable de-

gree of health at present, and are com-

fortably situated in log dwellings.

War is declared between the Osages,

among whom we are, and the Chero-

kees, a neighbouring tribe. We receiv-

ed this information a few days ago, from

the governor of this Territory. The

Indians on both sides have sent for their

allies, and we are apprehensive of a

bloody war between them
;
they having

long been inveterate enemies to each

other. You may probably conclude

from this, that we are in a perilous situ-

ation. We are not, however, apprehen-

sive of any danger with regard to our

personal safety. The governor, in a

council with the Cherokees, told them,

that if they killed any of the missiona-

ries, or any white man, or injured them
in any respect, while at war with the

Osages, their whole tribe should atone

for it with their lives. But we put not

our trust in an arm of flesh, but in the

omnipotent arm of God, which is able

to put a stop to the rumours of war
around us, and hush the contending par-

ties to peace, and to an amicable ad-

justment of their differences.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL.

In our May number, the Jour-
nal of this Mission w^s brought
up to the 9th of December last.

We now resume it at that date.

Lord's Day, Dec. 10.—Brother Vaill

preached to the Mission Family.

Monday, Dec. 11.— Have nearly com-
pleted the re-loading of the boats, and
engaged "part of the hands. The price

for the hands is one dollar for every

day they labour. We have engaged
George Douglass, an active and expe-

rienced young man, to act as our first

Captain.

Departure from Ldttle Rock.
Tuesday, Dec. 12.—This evening the

Family embarked again, and bid adieu

to Little Rock, after a residence of four

months and nineteen days. They have
•sperienced as much kindness as could

be expected from a settlement so new.

Our expenses for house rent, kc. have

been reasonable. Yet we think some
advantage has been taken from our

sickness by the Physician of the settle-

ment, whose bill we consider extrava-

gant.

Have purchased seventy bushels of

corn to take with us to the station ; and

been at considerable expense for pro-

vision to ascend the river. The health

of the family is so much improved that

we consider it safe for them to embark.

Sister Cleaver is not wholly restored to

her former health. Sister Johnson is

very feeble, and Sisters Foster and

Beach have not regained their strength :

but their animation in going forward

gives strength to weakness. Brethren

Fuller and Woodruff will proceed by

land, and take up the horses. The wa-

ter has already begun to fall.

Wednesday, Dec. 13.—Have obtained

the complement of hands ; six to each

boat, besides the Captains.

Unexpected Prosecution.

Thursday, Dec. 14.—In consequence

of a misunderstanding with a citizen on

the river, about his being engaged as a

boatman, the boats were stopped this

morning by an officer, and Brother

Vaill was summoned to answer for a

breach of contract. After an examina-

tion of the witnesses, the Court declar-

ed, " There is no evidence of a breach

of contract
;
and, therefore, the defend-

ant is cleared, and the plaintiff must

pay the cost." This has occasioned the

mission no other expense than a few

hours delay of the boats. We have

submitted to this summons, to avoid

aspersions from evil-minded men, al-

though we knew that it was a clear

case, and the prosecution unreasonable.

Saturday, Dec. 16.—A tedious storm

for these two days. Yesterday, obliged

to lie still. Hail and snow descended

through the day. The first snow tlint

we have seen in this country. The
weather cold and uncomfortable.

Lord's Day, Dec 17.—Upon serious

reflection and mutual consultation, it.
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appeared expedient to move forward

on this day. We have been led to this

on account of the inclemency of the

season, and the falling state of the wa-

ter. Our religious exercises have been

in some measure interrupted. This

evening reached the Cadron.

Saturday, Dec. 23.—Nothing special

has occurred the past week. The wea-

ther has been favourable. One of our

boats is warmed by stoves, so that the

family are comfortable. Have met with

some bad shoals. The water still fall-

ing.

Lord's Day, Dec. 24.—We have again

proceeded on the sabbath. To-day the

river has been difficult, and it has re-

quired great labour to propel the boats

up the bad places. While the men
have been called to the usual labour of

the pole, the family have united in the

worship of God ; and have found con-

solation. It is indeed unpleasant to be

surrounded by the noise of busy boat-

men. We have sighed for the delight-

ful privilege of the sanctuary. Who
can prize the blessing as he ought. Oh
ye highly favoured people of the Lord,

whose every sabbath invites you to his

house of prayer, enter and sing,

" Away from every mortal care

" Away from earth, our souls retreat,

,; We leave this worthless world afar,

<: And wait and worship at thy feet."

Thursday, Dec 28.—For two days

have made but little progress. Yester-

day, not two miles. To-day but three

or four, because of rain, and cold, and

the difficulty of passing shoals. Our

best progress in good water is not more

than fifteen miles, and our average dis-

tance about twelve.

Friday, Dec. 29.—A hard passage

over an extensive fall to-day, which has

required the united force of the boat-

men to take up each boat separately.

This was done by means of a rope fas-

tened to the mast of the boat and drawn

by the men on shore, a very common
way of ascending these rivers.

Saturday, Dec. 30.—Passed a bend in

tlio river, which has turned our bonts

[sept..

nearly every point of the compass, so

that a whole day by water has advan-

ced us but a few hundred yards in a

straight direction by land. The Arkan-

sas is indeed a crooked stream. We
have passed several such bends since

we have entered the river. The most

crooked part of the river however is

between the Post and Little Rock.

Unexpected arrival ofBrother

Chapman.
Lord's Day, Dec. 31.—Reached what

is called the Billingsley settlement,

about 30 miles by water, 18 by land be-

low the Garrison, or Fort Smith. Here

we heard of Brother Chapman, who
came down to attend the treaty of

peace with the Osages, which it was

expected would have been held at the

Garrison last week. Understanding

that he had made an appointment to

preach at the settlement, we gladly

embraced the opportunity of attending

and uniting in worship. The audience

consisted of about forty respectable

people. It was indeed pleasant to meei

our long absent Brother, and to hear of

the welfare of those whom he left at

the station. The Osage chiefs have not

yet come down to the Garrison.

Arrested by impassible shoals.

Monday, Jan. 1, 1821.—Proceeded 5

miles and were stopped at noon by im-

passible shoals. This is indeed a cross-

ing providence. Our faith and patience

havejieed of further trial. May we,

through rich grace, be made willing to

wait the appointed time of our arrival.

May we all learn to feel and to act,

more and more, as pilgrims and stran-

gers on the earth.

Tuesday, Jan. 2.—A light snow this

morning. Discharged three of our

hands. Others think they must leave

us to-morrow, unless we make them

some compensation for tarrying.

Wednesday, Jan. 3.—Discharged two

other hands. The difficulty of obtain-

ing others renders it unsafe for us to

discharge all.

Afflictive Providence.
< ; Clouds and darkness are round
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about Him, who doeth his pleasure in

the armies of Heaven, and among the

inhabitants of the earth." We have

met with a sore affliction, and fallen in-

to deep distress by the death of Mr.

John Muncy one of our hired men.

He was providentially killed, by a dis-

charge of a gun in the hands of a per-

son, who was fitting the lock of another

gun, to the one which was discharged,

not conscious that it was loaded. To
try the new lock, he primed and snap-

ped it, and to his dreadful surprise it

went off, and shot poor Muncy through

the body. He was shot about eleven

o'clock this morning, and died about

ten this evening. It has been a scene

of darkness to us all. We have heard

the groans and dying agonies of this

distressed fellow mortal. We have seen

him close his eyes. The sentence can-

not be revoked. The kind, active, and

faithful Muncy is no more.

Thursday, Jan. 4.—We have laid

down the body of the deceased in the

grave, and committed him to the dust

with Christian decency. A short dis-

course was delivered on the occasion,

from 1 Sam. xx, iii. A number from

Billingsley settlement, came to sympa-

thize with us in our affliction.

Friday, Jan. 5.—This day John Bil-

lingsley, Esq. one of the Judges of the

Court of this County, (Crawford) at the

particular request of the members of the

Mission, came to our Boats to receive

the testimony of those who were pre-

sent, and witnessed the event of Mun-
cy's death. The Family feel anxious

to prevent as far as possible the re-

proach which some may be disposed to

cast upon the cause, in consequence of

this disaster. Never had this family so

great reason to humble themselves be-

fore God. One wave of adversity has

followed another. The last rising high-

er than any that had preceded. The
billows have gone over us; we are

sunk in deep waters ; but God is able

to deliver us.

Lord's Day, Jan. 7.—Brother Chap-
man preached to the Mission Family,
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and Brother Vaill at Judge Billingi-

leys. He also baptized a child.

—

The people in this settlement are chief-

ly from Kentucky, and seem disposed

to keep the sabbath, and hear the word.

Some among them are professors of re-

ligion.

Monday, Jan. 8.—Judge Billingsley

came and finished and signed the testi-

mony of the witnesses. The weather

continues dry. The river is settling

down to its lowest stage. In some pla-

ces it is frozen across. We live in the

Boats, under the southern bank of the

river, where the high bluff and the trees

keep the sun from us, most of the day

Still our accommodations are as com-

fortable as we can expect. But how
unpleasant to be detained in this lonely

wilderness on expense and without em-
ployment. The men occasionally bring

us in fresh provision, though game in

this place is scarce.

Friday, Jan. 12.—This day has been

set apart by the Mission Family, as a

season of fasting and prayer. In the

Morning, Brother Chapman gave a se-

rious and solemn exhortation on the im-

portance of self-examination ; and in

the afternoon, Brother Vaill discoursed

from Micah vii. 9. Brother Chapman
has been to the garrison this week, and
found that Gov. Miller had gone up to

visit the Chiefs.

Monday, Jan. 15.—Yesterday Brother

Vaill went to the settlement again and

preached. The appearance is encour-

aging, and this is a good field for mis-

sionary labour. Brother Chapman
preached to the family.

Wednesday, Jan. 17.—Yesterday and

last evening, snow fell to the depth of

nine inches. The weather very cold.

Brother Woodruff came to us this eve-

ning. He left the Brethren at Union

on Friday morning of last week, at

their particular request, to bring them

shoes, stockings, and other clothing, to-

gether with medicine. lie states that

Brother Redfield had been sick of a fe-

ver for several days before he left them.

Brother Woodruff ha^ been in imminent
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danger from a Panther, and was preser-

ved under the kindness of Providence

by the aid of his gun.

Friday, Jan. 19.—Brother Spaulding

set off with Brother Woodruff for the

station. Brother Chapman has gone

with them as far as the garrison, in

hopes that the Governor and the Chiefs

have come down and are ready to hold

the council.

Lord's Day, Jan. 21.—Brother Vaill

preached to the Family.

Monday, Jan. 22.—Brother Chapman
returned. Saw Gov. Miller who stated

he had seen the Chiefs, and that they

would not attend a council at the gar-

rison. Thus we have been disappoint-

ed of this opportunity of laying before

them the views of the society and of

Government, in regard to our coming

among them.

Friday, Jan. 26.—Sister Johnson has

been more unwell for a week past.

The other sisters are still gaining

strength. Our delay is lengthened out

to this time. Adversity still attends us.

JVlay God soon appear and remove the

cloud that now rests upon us.

Lord's Day, Jan. 28.—Brother Vaill

preached at the settlement, and Brother

Chapman to the Family.

Journey Resumed.

Monday, Jan. 29.—The water is ris-

ing, and the river is cleared of ice.

This afternoon, after a delay of four

weeks, again set forward.

Tuesday, Jan. 30.—This day the wind

has favoured us, and by the use of sails,*

we have advanced about 20 miles.

Since we entered this river we have

not proceeded so far in one day. Sel-

dom have we been able to take the ad-

vantage of the wind for more than 3

or 4 miles at once, the river being so

crooked.

•Arrival at the Garrison.

Wednesday, Jan. 31.—The water still

* Our tents which are large have occasionally

been used as sails.

rising—the weather mild but rainy.

Reached the Garrison about noon.

Paid our respects to Major Bradford,

and had another interview with Gov.

Miller, who has this day set out for the

Post of Arkansas. He expects to hold

a council with the Cherokees, and de-

signs, if possible, to induce them to com-

ply with the terms of peace which the

Osages propose, which are, " that the

Osages do not deliver up the murder-

ers, and that the Cherokees retain their

captives." These terms will appear

reasonable, when we consider the fact,

that most, if not all, the Cherokees,

who have been killed, were killed in

consequence of their encroaching on

the Osage hunting ground, contrary to

a former treaty. The Governor thinks

the lives of the Mission Family will

not be in jeopardy, seeing they appear

to entertain favourable views of our

coming among them. He intends to

give the Cherokees a solemn charge,

in case they go to war, not to meddle

with our establishment. He has also

given the Osages a similar charge with

respect to a similar establishment

among the Cherokees. As the quarrel

is among themselves, and as the Indians

do not seem disposed to make war
against the white people, we proceed

trusting in the protection of Divine

Providence. In the event of war, it is

probable the Osages will withhold their

children through fear of the enemy

;

and what is more, we may not be safe

in taking them ; at the same time we
may do mucli in preparing the way for

useful labour among them at some fu-

ture period.

Saturday, Feb. 3.—The weather has

been cloudy and wet since Wednesday.

The river is now tilled with water from

bank to bank, and the current very ra-

pid. This makes our progress slow.

Lord's Day, Feb. 4.—It has rained this

day, and we have not moved forward.

Held worship as usual.

Wednesday, Feb. 7.—The weather still

mild; but cloudy and damp. This day
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passed the mouth of the Canadian, a long

river which is said to rise in the rocky

mountains, and which runs in a south

easterly direction till it reaches the Ar-

kansas, fifty-five miles above the garri-

son. Also passed the Illinois, a consi-

derable stream which comes in from

the north.

Saturday, Feb. "^0.—Reached the

mouth of Grand Kfver. About one

mile above, in full view, comes in the

Vermilion, or Verdigris, as it is called

in this country. The water in Grand

River appears to be rising, and the cur-

rent is strong

.

Lord's Day, Feb. 11.—We consider it

our duty to press forward. The boats

have become very damp in conse-

quence of the late rains. Not only the

goods, but the health of the family is

exposed ; and the situation of the bre-

thren at the station calls for relief. The

wind has favoured us most of the day.

This morning, however, experienced a

severe gale, which carried away the

sail and mast ofone of the boats, in an in-

stant. The boat was driven across the cur-

rent; the water rough ; and the scene,

for a few moments, terrific. Except

the tempest the weather has been plea-

sant through the day.

Monday, Feb. 12.—Forwarded our

Journal from the 12th of June to the

9th December, 1820. The current is

very rapid. Ourexperienced Boatmen,

who have been on the Missouri and

other western rivers, consider this, in

its present stage of water, as rapid as

any stream they have met with. Ad-

vanced about six miles.

Tuesday, Feb. 13.—Not more than

seven miles to-day. The water is too

deep to use the pole, and we rely chief-

ly on the bushes, by which we pull the

boats along. The river still rising. Great

care is necessary to keep the boats from

swinging. One of the boats has been

taken into the current, notwithstanding

every precaution, and carried down the

stream nearly two miles before it could

be checked. Our fears were not a little

excited for its safety ; but God has been

Sept.\ 821. IS

ISSIONARY SOCIETY. 113

mindful of us, and kept us in the hollow

of his hand. In consequence of the dis-

aster we lost our skiff*.

Thursday. Feb. 15 —It is indeed a la-

borious task to pull the boats up this

stream by the bushes. It is impossible

to advance but a few miles a day by

this kind of navigation. In crossing

from one side to the other, to avoid the

rapid bends under the bluff banks, we
usually fall back, and sometimes the

boats are not a little exposed by the

trees and rocks. This evening obliged

to stop before night, on account of head

wind.

Saturday, Feb. 17.—We have been

anxiously expecting to reach the sta-

tion for these two or three days. But

our progress is so slow, that the dis-

tance deceives us. Sister Johnson is

evidently better.

•Arrival at Union.

Union, Lord's Day, Feb. 18.—About
10 o'clock this morning, we reached

the long looked for station ; after a jour-

ney of nearly 10 months, attended with

many delays and disappointments. It

has been a day ofjoy and gladness to us

all. The Mission Family have great

cause of gratitude to God, for his long

kindness in preserving the lives of so

many, and conducting them in safety to

this land of pagan darkness. In view

of the Lord's dealings, brother Vaill

preached from 1 Sam. via. 12. " Then
Samuel took a stone and set it between

Mizpeh and Shem, and called the name
of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the

Lord helped us." We find inqst of the

brethren in comfortable health. Brother

Redfield who has been sick, is still fee-

ble.

Monday, Feb. 19.—Entered on the bu-

siness of finishing the cabins which the

brethren began last December. Have
discharged all our hands except two,

whom we have kept to assist us in our

labour. We intended to have retained*

two more, but could not prevail with

them to stay.

Tuesday, Feb. 20.—Have sold one of

our boats, and removed the Family
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to a small, inconvenient cabin on the

bank of the river, where the brethren

have lodged since they came.

Visitfrom the second Osage Chief.

Have received a friendly visit from

Tally, the second Osage Chief, with se-

veral of the nation. He expressed the

warmest satisfaction in seeing us. In

a short talk which we held with him,

he observed, among other things,

" When Mr. Chapman came before, he

said, he would come again, and bring

some good white people to teach us.

Now we see your faces, and feel glad.

We know you are true men."

Effort to procure an Interpreter.

Friday, Feb. 23.—Brother Chapman

and brother Wm. C. Requa went to the

Osage village to procure an interpreter

for the Mission. They returned this

evening, and think they have been suc-

cessful in obtaining one who is suffi-

ciently qualified to serve. It would

be greatly for the interest of the Mis-

sion, could we obtain a person of learn-

ing and religion. But the most that

we can expect from the man we have

in view, is merely a verbal knowledge

of the two languages. He has a wife,

an Osage woman, and two children who
must come with him. His price is fif-

teen dollars a month.

Lords Day, Feb. 25.—The usual de-

votion of the Sabbath, being a matterof

course, will not, in future, be noticed in

this journal, unless some special occa-

sion render it suitable.

Saturday. March 3.—During the past

week, the brethren have been assidu-

ously engaged in finishing the new ca-

bins. The weather has been cold, and

part of the time rainy, and the family

have been subject to many inconveni-

ences. But inconveniences with mis-

sionaries are not worthy to be mention-

ed as trials. Brother Redfield has re-

gained his health, and sister Johnson is

much better than for several months

past.

[sept.

Visit to the Osage Village, and Talk

with the Chiefs.

Wednesday, March 7.—When the bre-

thren visited the village, the week be-

fore last, they made arrangements to

hold a talk with the Chiefs this week, to

explain to them our designs in coming

to settle among them. The Family

thought it best that as many as could

be spared from our work, and could be

accommodated writh horses, should at-

tend. Accordingly Brethren Vaill, Chap-

man, Palmer, and Geo. Requa pro-

ceeded to the village on Monday. On
Tuesday morning, wre laid before them

our papers from the society and from

Government. The only interpreter we
could obtain at this time being inade-

quate, we laboured under many disad-

vantages in making them understand the

full import of the papers. Besides this,

their language is very barren of terms

suited to explain the nature of^ a Mis-

sionary Society, and the meaning of

many things connected with the Mis-

sion. They understood, however, that

our design in coming among them was

to do them good. The principal Chief,

whose name is Clamore, expressed, in

behalf of his people, the warmest satis-

faction, and spoke with the utmost ani-

mation in recommending the thing to

their attention. He gave us to under-

stand, that in case they do not go to

war, he should send some of his own
children as soon as we could get ready

to receive them.

Brief account of the Village and its

Inhabitants.

The village is situated about 28 miles

west of Union, near the Verdigris, on

an extensive plain skirted with trees

and natural mounds. These mounds

lie chiefly to the north of the village,

from one to four miles distant. They

rise in regular forms, to the height of

about 200 feet, w ith a table top. The

plain below continues on a level, till

you arrive at the foot. The tops of

these several mounds are level with one

another, and lead the imagination at



1821.] UNITED FOREIGN

once to conceive of these as some an-

cient fortifications or towers of safety,

reared by some vast army. The place

where the village stands, is what is usu-

ally called prairie, which is open land

without trees or shrubs ; and many of

the prairies in this country are im-

mensely extensive, and have a strong

rich soil, producing grass, flowers, &.c.

The village contains about 250 lodges,

and probably 3000 souls. Their lodges

are generally from 50 to 100 feet in

length, irregularly situated within half

a mile square. They are constructed

of poles, mattings, barks, and skins.

The poles are set in the ground, with

a crotch at the top, and cross poles to

support the roof. The side poles or

posts are about 5 feet in height, the

middle or ridge posts are 20 feet. Some

have barks set up against the cross

poles. Most, however, have plank

which they have split out, fastened in

the ground, one beside the other. The

roofs are covered with skins and mat-

tings. These lodges, being made of

very light materials, can be taken down

and removed or rebuilt in a short time.

When a lodge needs to be rebuilt, their

wives meet in the morning, remove the

covering, take up the posts, and each

woman digs a hole in the ground with

a knife, removing the dirt with her

hands. Thus 20 or 30 holes are dug at

once, the posts are set over again, the

covering replaced with the intended

improvements, and the whole is accom-

plished in a few hours. In the middle

of their lodges they make their fires on

the ground, without any chimney, leav-

ing the smoke to pass out through a

hole in the top of the roof. In some

lodges they have two, in others, three

fires. They have neither floors nor

seats ; but spread their skins or mat-

tings for strangers to recline upon.

They sit in circles round their fires, part

of the family around one fire, and part

around another. Their clothing con-

sists of leggings of deer skins, with a

blanket or buffalo robe over their shoul-

ders. The females, in addition, have
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short skirts and covering for the breasts.

They are remarkable for hospitality.

No sooner does a stranger, who comes

on friendly designs arrive among them,

than he is welcomed to their lodges.

His horse is immediately taken care of

by the wives. The house which he en-

ters is thronged with spectators. Pre-

sently he is invited from lodge to lodge

to partake of their simple fare. The
numerous invitations cannot be dispen-

sed with, without giving offence. The
consequence is, that you are often call-

ed to eat as often as 15 or 20 times the

same morning or evening. They are

irregular in their meals. They have a

number of cooks, whose business it is

to wait on visiters, and conduct them

from one lodge to another. When you
have entered a lodge, and spoken to

the man, you immediately take your

seat. They are not accustomed to

compliments ; and they deem it very

strange if you attempt to shake hands

with the women and children. When
the food is ready, it is presented in a

wooden dish, with as many ladles as

visiters. The more freely you eat, the

more you please them. The cook if

he chooses takes the residue, and then

leads you to another lodge. The fe-

males perform the hard labour. The
men do the hunting, go to war, and,

much of the time have nothing to do

but smoke, while the laborious wife or

daughter is backing wood across the

plain, bringing water, or planting corn.

In their hunting parties, the women take

care of the horses, and prepare their en-

campments, and do all the drudgery,

while the men spend their leisure time

in smoking and diversions. The men
are generally speaking of a fine stature,

have a frank open countenance, are

robust, active and healthy. The wo-
men, though strong and active, are

much disproportioned in height. The
young men present a noble appearance.

Their children are numerous and re-

markably submissive to parental go-

vernment. They live in the practice

of polygamy. When a young man
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marries into a family, he removes to

the lodge to assist in supporting the

wife's parents, and upon performing

certain exploits in hunting, stealing

horses, and the like, he is entitled to all

the remaining sisters. In councils,

they appear with dignity, and in speech-

es they are eloquent. A council held

among them excites great attention.

If any thing new is communicated, they

listen eagerly. In their government,

having no natural confederacy, they

have little energy. The influence of

their chiefs is limited to their respec-

tive parties. They are constant in their

devotions. They black their faces with

mud, and cry to the Great Spirit. At

the dawning of the day, in different di-

rections round about their lodges, you
may hear hundreds crying aloud. Iu

this they are indeed a reproof to thou-

sands who profess to worship God in

spirit and in truth, who at the same
time are too indolent, or too negligent,

to leave their couches of repose to pay
their morning homage to Him whom
they profess to love.

[Remainder in our next.]

GREAT OSAGE- MISSION.

ARRIVAL OF THE FAMILY.

From the Rev. Mr. Dodge.

Osage River, Mug. 6, 1821.

Drar Sir,

In the midst of surround-

ing cares and pressing calls, I break

away for a few moments to announce

to you the safe arrival of the Great

Osage Mission, in the land of their des-

tination. We arrived here on the 2d

of August instant, after a long and per-

ilous journey by land and by water.

Excepting in the instances of sister

Newton and her babe, our lives have

been spared ; and, as it respects health,

it has been far better enjoyed, than

might reasonably have been anticipa-

ted, when we consider that about sixty

persons have been packed into two

keel-boats, for the space of nearly five

months. A number of the family have

had a kind of seasoning to the climate
;

and some of them, as well as a number

of our hired men, have been violently at-

tacked with a bilious affection ; but the

Lord has helped our young Physician,

insomuch that he has been remarkably

successful in baffling the disease. Our
family now appear to enjoy a comfort-

able state of health. May the Lord

confirm and preserve our health, and

give us grace to improve it.

The family appear to be greatly ani-

mated with the prospect before them.
As respects temporal concerns, no dis-

trict of country I ever saw, ever pro-

mised more to its first inhabitants.

Land, as much as any one could
wish, and that of the first quality, is

completely open for cultivation. In

regard to spiritual concerns, it is, as

we expected to find it, a land of dark,

ness. Gross darkness hath covered the

people: There is, therefore, business

enough to be done . Whatever our hands
find to do, may God enable us to do it

with our might.

The family are in very good spirits;

and harmony has veiy generally pre-

vailed in all our deliberations and deci-

sions. We have not decided upon a
site for our establishment, not having

opportunity yet to see the Chiefs of the

Nation. They are now absent on their

summer hunt ; but we have sent for

them, and are hourly expecting their

return. We have had several places re-

commended to us, some of which we
have viewed ; but where we shall final-

ly fix is yet uncertain. May the Lord

dire'et us to the right spot.

I would have sent the journal up to

this time, had I had leisure to copy it.

Let this suffice for the present. Give
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our kindest respects to the members of

the Board, and other Christian friends.

Request them to continue their prayers

for us, that we may be humble and faith-

ful. We dwell where Satan's seat is,

and where he has long reigned. It can-

not be expected, that he will give up

his dominion without a struggle. Against

the sword of the Gospel, however, he

cannot stand. O, then, pray for us, that

we may wield this sword to the best ad-

vantage.

From the Rev- Mr. Pixley.

Mission Boat, Osage River,

August 6, 1821.

Dear Sir,

You wi|l join with us in

returning thanks to "Almighty God for

our safe passage thus far. We are now,

we suppose, within a few miles of the

place where we shall eventually be es-

tablished. Our j ourney has indeed been

long and tedious, but it has not on that

account been less marked with the pe-

culiar Providence of God in our favour.

We have had a flood tide against us

most of the way up this river, as well

as up the Missouri—but if it had been

otherwise upon this river, we, instead of

being here, should undoubtedly have

been 200 miles below, without the least

possible hope of getting our boats up

this season. The water* was never

known to be so high in this part of the

country as it has been this last spring,

and we came along just in season to

improve it, though at times it cost us

much labour and patience to encounter

the flood wood, and the rapidity of the

current.

An old Indian, as we have been told

since our arrival here, was asked if he

could tell why it rained so much. He
replied, that the Missionaries were com-
ing, and had been praying to the Great

Spirit for rain that they might get up

the river. Our health, considering the

number of our family, their circum-

stances, and their fatigues, has been re-

markable. We have had no alarming

sickness, and only one slight attack of

the ague and fever.

The Indians appeared highly pleased

at our arrival, and sent off an express

the next morning, (the day before yes-

terday) to assemble the chiefs, who
were gone away to their hunting

grounds, in order that we may have a

talk with them, and ascertain where

they would wish us to make our estab-

lishment.

Mr. Sibley, superintendent at Fort

Osage, has written us a letter, inviting

us to come and establish ourselves at a

place where he is now building a trad-

ing house for government.

We are now within 5 or 6 miles of

that place ; but our boats are necessarily

prevented from going any farther from

the shallowness of the water.

Three of the brethren have been to

view the station recommended by Mr.

S. and report favourably. Thus things

seem to indicate that this is the time

for Christian action. We may, howe-

ver, be much delayed in collecting

the Indian council, as there are some

apprehensions of war with the Chero-

kees.

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS.
CHOCTAW MISSION.

At our request, we have been furnished with the following
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Byington, one of the Mis-
sionaries at Elliot, to Miss Mary E. Lewis, of Greenwich, Con.
The occasion of the letter will be sufficiently understood by those
who shall peruse it. It need only be stated, that the " generous
donation" mentioned in the first sentence, comprised a box of
clothing, manufactured and presented by an association of Young
Ladies at School, of which Miss Lewis is the Secretary.
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In this letter Mr. Byington lias given a list of articles most
needed at Elliot. The same articles are also most needed at all

the Missionary Stations in this country ; and Societies and indi-

viduals will do well to bear this list in mind, on making up their
donations for this, or any other Station. Although cotton and
linen garments will answer in summer, yet flannels, coarse

are indispensably necessary incloths, and woollen blankets,

winter.
Elliot, Choctaw Nation,

June, 27. 1821.

Dear Friend,

Your letter, bearing date " October

24, 1820," together with the generous

donation to which it refers, have safe-

ly come to hand. By these pledges of

your love and interest in this work of

mercy toward a long lost and degraded

tribe of people, our hearts are much
refreshed. Could you, who live in that

best of all lands beneath the Sun, know
what it is to dwell where no proclama-

tion of pardon was ever made known
;

where no Sabbath is regarded ; where
" the sound of the Church-going bell"

was never heard ; where you meet no

countenance beaming with love to the

Redeemer, and cheered with a hope of

Heaven, save what might be in your

own family
; you would know how we

should prize every remembrance of us,

by our christian friends. By these acts

of kindness, we feel our hearts drawn
toward you—we feel our union to the

christian world strengthened by their

deeds of love. Accept from us many
thanks for all you have so cheerfully

done, to relieve us in our labours, and

to promote the great object of our er-

rand here.

Your charities not only help and

comfort us, but are powerful auxilia-

ries in preaching to the heathen parents

and children, who come to our habita-

tion. We can hold them up to view,

and ask them, " How came this here ?

We did not buy it, and it is valuable

and good. It is for you and your chil-

dren, and came from christians who
love your souls, and who are willing to

do all they can to make you happy."

In this way their attention may be

gained, their wonder excited, and they

be led to believe, that it. must be a

good religion that causes people to do
so much for those they never saw.

The articles, which you were so kind

as to send us, are very valuable, and

many of them are of immediate use to

us. Cloth we have always found one

of our most useful articles. Garments

for men and women are also useful.

Our good friends frequfl «.<fiy send us

more things of some kinds, than we are

in want of. We have now a large sup-

ply of small garments for little children.

There are other articles which we find

a greater want of than these. Unmade
cloth of all kinds, bedticks for large

children's beds, sheets, blankets, shoes,

summer hats for the brethren, and gar-

ments for men and women, all of a

plain and strong kind. Other articles

of dress are very useful. We have ta-

ken the liberty to mention such articles

as we most need for the Mission. We
choose to leave it entirely with you,

what use shall be made of our notice of

such articles as are wanted. Many of

the articles are of a kind, we presume,

which could not be furnished by young
Ladies at a School. There are, how-

ever, many friends of the Redeemer,

who could as easily, as they will gladly,

testify their love to him in acts of mer-

cy and deeds of benevolence. This

year, the Board are unable to send us

any supplies of blankets, leather shoes,

iron tools, tea, medicine, books, or pa-

per. Our only hope of being supplied

is, in the boxes of clothing we may re-

ceive. In them, we have already found

supplies for many wants, and have

been placed under obligations never to

forget the Lord. Still we are at times

in want, not on account of the healthy

Brethren and Sisters ; but many times

those who are feeble are in a situa-

tion we should be glad to see im-
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proved. Sometimes our children suf-

fer ; in the winter many of them go

barefoot, and during the whole year,

they sleep on the floor. But we do

trust in God for a supply of all our

wants, and, at times, feel as if we could

never distrust him. If he designs to

prosper this Mission, he can easily raise

up for it many benefactors, and send

hither many labourers. If we may but

have food, and raiment, and tools to

labour with, we shall have every earth-

ly blessing our hearts can reasonably

wish. But it is for this nation we are

bound to plead. And when we consi-

der that the Board are embarrassed,

our Brethren in India suffering for want

of help, this Mission involved in debt

more than on1 ? thousand dollars, and

that we can hope for but little aid from

the Board ; when we consider how our

children are prospered, how they in-

terest every feeling of our hearts, and

are willing to sleep night after night

upon the floor, and go barefoot in the

winter ; when we remember how they
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have come here to be received into

the School, till we could take no more,

and have been denied, and have gone

away with a disappointment that caus-

ed tears to How ; we feel our hearts

kindle, and we are constrained to beg

assistance from that christian commu-
nity which has so often relieved, and

held out its arms to save the perishing.

We could say more ; but is it necessa-

ry ? Shall children be left to wandes

and die in sin, groping their way to

ruin, with no kind hand to guide them

to Heaven ? Are there not money, and

men, and women enough, to make this

land glad with the news of Salvation ?

Do not forget us in your prayers.

Let the same spirit be sent to this na-

tion which is now diffusing its blessings

through your favoured State, and how
would the Angels of God rejoice, and

the hearts of saints swell with hope and

joy-

In behalf of the family at this place,

and with much Christian affection,

I am, Yours, &c.

From the London Evangelical Magazine.

•RDINATION OF GENEVESE MINISTERS.

Monday, June 25. At the Rev. John
Clayton's Jun. Meeting-house, in the

Poultry, London, Messeurs Emile
Guers and Jean Guillaume Gonthier,
were ordained pastors of a Church,
which has been founded on congrega-
tional principles at Geneva. Mr. lnnes
opened the service by a narrative of cir-

cumstances ; Mr. John Townsend read
the Scriptures, and offered up an appro-
priate prayer ; the Introductory dis-

course, and the proposing of suitable

questions, was by Dr. Pye Smith
; and,

as the necessity of the case required, in

the French language. The ordination-

prayer, with laying on of hands by a
considerable number of ministers of
both the Presbyterian and the Congre-
gational denominations, was by Dr.
Waugli ; the charge, founded on 2 Tim.
ii. 15. was delivered in French, by Mr.

George Clayton ; a sermon was then
preached by Dr. Collyer, on 1 Cor. xiv.

33 ; and Mr. Hooper concluded the ser-

vice with prayer
This separate Church at Geneva was

formed about four years ago, by a num-
ber of pious persons, who not only
were unable to receive the Arian and
Socinian doctrines, preached by the ma-
jority of the pastors in the Established

Church of Geneva ; but who also con-
ceived that its constitution, as a civil es-

tablishment, founded on and intermin-

gled with state authority, is inconsistent

with the principles of the New Testa-

ment. They had at lirst to undergo most
opprobrious treatment, and many pain-

ful sufferings, from dissolute mobs, and
from profane scoffers in the higher
classes; but their prudent and exempla-
ry conduct has raised them higher and
higher, in the esteem of the better part

of their fellow-citizens, and liberated
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them in a great measure from cruel

mockeries. While they regard the choice

of pastors as the imprescriptible right of
the people over whom they are to pre-

side, they conceive that the ordination

of chosen pastors ought, according to

the New Testament, to be solemnized
by two or more other pastors, with the

imposition of hands and prayer. In
sending their pastors to England for

this purpose, they had also, besides other
reasons, the motive of a strong desire to

testify their fellowship in faith and or-

der, with the Evangelical Dissenters of
this country. These two estimable
young ministers had been long known
by name and character to friends of the

gospel in London ; and the most grati-

fying testimonies have been borne to

them in writing, by some of the minis-

ters most distinguished for learning, pie-

ty, and decided attachment to the gos-

pel, in Switzerland and France. They
had studied in the College of Geneva,
one of them eight years, and the other
nine ; as the honourable attestations of
the Dean and other professors (who in

the same documents lament their sepa-

ration from the establishment) amply
declare ; and they were ready to have
been admitted to the ministry in that es-

tablishment, had not their own consci-

entious principles prevented.
It may be allowed us to remark, with

admiration and gratitude, what a visible,

and even surprising progress, the inter-

ests of the gospel have made in Gene-
va, within five years. Those of the es-

tablished pastors in the city and vicini-

ty, who had maintained their attach-

ment to the pure doctrines of the New
Testament, have been emboldened to

preach the truth, with increasing clear-

ness and energy ; and many pleasing
proofs of the divine blessing attend
their labours

;
though their preaching

in rotation with their anti-evangelical

colleagues cannot but be a most dis-

couraging and hurtful circumstance.

—

Happily, however, this painful hindrance
does not attach to every one of the faith-

ful and evangelical pastors. Monsieur
Malan, who wTas ejected for his fidelity,

from both the Church and the College,

preaches with great fervour in a Chapel
which he has erected on his own ground,
out of the walls of the city, and which
will hold nearly 900 persons; but, since

he dees not disapprove of the ecclesias-

tical constitution of his country, as it

was established by Calvin and his coad-
jutors in the Republic, he does not re-

gard himself as a separatist. The Con-
gregational Church may, therefore, be re-

garded as forming a third class, and is

properly a dissenting community ; but
its pastors and members maintain the

most affectionate union of heart, and,

as far as possible, of co-operation, with

the evangelical ministers in the esta-

blishment, and with M. Malan, and with
their pious friends. Concerning them
all, we cordially say,—May the Lord
increase them a thousand-fold, in num-
bers, edification, and usefulness ! May
peace be w ithin their w alls, and prospe-

rity within their palaces

!

PORT OF LONDON SOCIETY.

On Thursday, July 19th, being thr

day of the Coronation, the port of

London and the Bethel Union Societies

met on board the Floating Chapel, to

implore the blessing of Almighty God
upon the Monarch of these realms in

the solemn act of Coronation. The as-

sembly was composed of Masters of

ships and their families, with many Sea-

men and persons from the shore.

At the commencement of the service,

a Letter wTas read from Leith, stating,

that the Seamen of that Port would as-

semble at the same time on board their

Floating Chapel, for the same purpose.

The Rev. Mr. Angus commenced with

prayer, and the 100th Psalm being sung,

the comprehensive prayer of King Solo-

mon at the dedication of the temple

was read in a very impressive manner.
The Rev. Geo. Smith followed in pray-

er. The Treasurer then read a letter

from New York, stating the encourag-

ing progress of the word of God among
seamen at that Port ; and that, on the

Sabbath preceding the date of the let-

ter, the Mariners' Church, which would
hold upwards of 1000 people, was
crowded ; that ministers of all denomi-

nations, who preached " Jesus Christ

and him crucified," as the only way of

salvation, w illingly merged all minor
differences of sentiment, in the great

purpose of urging sinners to flee from

the wrath to come. The Rev. Charles

Hyatt read Psa. Ixvii : and Mr. Jeffreys,

Missionary to the Island of Madagas-

car ; Lieut. Nicholls, R. N. Secretary of

the Bethel Union ; and Capt. Simpson,

of the Juno, (on board of which ship

the first Prayer Meeting for sailors was

held in the Thames,) engaged in pray-

er. The fervent effusion of hearts im-

pressed with the important transactions

of the day, influenced greatly the feel-

ings of the assembly, and the whole

service wras of the most pleasing de-

scription. May the blessings of Al-

mighty God rest upon the King, and the

great people committed to his charge !










